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The Law of Relation, 


Written ia the heart of Miniſters 
and People by the finger of God , is mighty, 
through Him , to prevaile with both, to 
live as a people ſeparated to their God, 
and from the world, ſpecially at 
the LoRDS TABLE. 
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So ſhall we be ſcperate, I and Thy people, from all the people 
that are upon the face of the earth, Exod. 33. 16. 


Goe from the preſcnce of a fooliſh man, when thou perceiveſt 
rot in him the lips of knowledge, Pro, 14. 7. 


I will be their God, and they ſhall be my people, wherefore 
come out from among them , and be ye ſeperate, 2 Cor. 6. 


Res 


S++SS£%44.2 


ES&&£44 


PEO DGB DD IDRD 


PI'7'F 


E232 $:3- 8: 


is 
- 
s 
16, 17. 
Come out of her My people , That ye be not partakers of her 
ſons, and that ye receive not of her plagnes, Rev. 18, 4+ 
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THE CONTENTS OF 
The ſeventh and laſt Treatiſe. 


Six things are premiſed , which may help us to 
make judgement, whether the Miniſters of this 
perſwaſion, *© That all are to have Aamittance to all Church- 
Communions upon account onely of their Infant Baptiſme , have 
the law of this Relation of a Miniſter written in the heart by 
the Spirit of God, Then is ſhewne, what this law of Relation 
is; And that where it is, and beareth rule in the heart of Mini- 
ſter and people, it will appeare ſo to doe, by what he teacheth 
his people, by his walke with them, and theirs with him, 
That all be well ſuiting to'the Rule, decent, and according to 
Goſpel-order. In the next place is ſhewen , That the way of 
Gods people walking together according to Goſpel-order, 
is every where ſpoken againſt ; And that Seperation from the 
world is the great offence in that holy way , yet ſuch a thing 
there is, and muſt be, a /eperation ſutable to the mind of God , 
for he that will not /eperare ffom the world, and falſe worſhip, 
is a ſeperate from God. There is a Communion of Saints on 
earth, they doe often meer'and commune together, Some ex- 
ceptions anſwered , Miniſters that ſtand croſs to this way are 
adviſed ; They that pretend to. this way are Cautioned. The 
judgement of the learned and Godly is taker-in here, and ſo 
concluded. 
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FF Crave leave totreat with you about thoſe words 
»ere ſet” downe inthe cloſe of the former Treatiſe, 
all The power and virtne of the law of Relation written 

: 4 '/ Ml ix the cart 1 If yeniever met with. thoſe words be- 
CACLESTY fore blefſe God you bave met with then, and make 
much oF them now. Theſe are © M4/thil, tion Fhe them fo far 
as we know, to inſtruct your _ and us to arighrunderſtand- 
' FOR iog 
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ing of the way, to pbint the eye 'to it, to puide the foot in it, ' 


that our walke therein may be- according to ſound judgemenc 
and diſcretion. ', | A y 921th 

We have heard you ſpeake highly enough,and pray as earneſt. 
ly for Learned, ang ordained Minitters-Wel!. Hf you will fay more, 


_ we thinke all the Godly in the land can joine with you in your 


delires:; but'opping there;] we beleeye they wit ſtop too , and 
cannot pray the ſame thing. Thoughts yet we beleeve, That all 0- 
ther faichfull ſervants of Chriſt, have the & mizd of Chriſt, they 
lore order, they hate confvron. Notwithſtanding we cake the'bold- 
nes to tell you our perſwaſion © That a Godly man will a\foone 
pafſe under Tybsrxe, as he will under the hands of thoſe Miniſters 
for ordination, whoſe way and judgement, as to Church-Adwini- 
trations, is full-up with 'them ſo often mentioned. And this be 
ſpoken without the leaſt refetion of Diſhonour upon the Chur- 
ches, governed by Presbyters, who ſeperate from the world at the 
Lords Table, as we ſuppoſe. 

Srs, We beſeech you for the Lord. Jeſus Chriſt His ſake, and 
love of the Spirit ;, for His Churches fake; for His Truths-fake 
for decencie, and order ſake, for the Office, or Stewardſhip-ſake, 
whereof you muſt give an account ſhortly , Conſider, putting it 
upon your thoughts : ye ſay ye are. the Miniſters of Chriſt ; ye 


ſtand in His ſtead; ye are Stewards in His Houſe, ye are Stars in, 


His hand ; What are ye not, which we, with your ſelves, accounc 


| bo iourable, makes far your ſtabilirie, and ſtrength, ſecuritie, and 


faterie. Pur this t6 yolr ſoules now ; and if it be poſlible deale 
clearely and truly atthis point in the reſolution of this Queſtion , 
& Hath God cauſed you to paſſe under this Relation of Miniſters ? 
Then He hath.written the /aw of that Relation upon your hearts ; 
What man hath done , ſhould! be _ktthe with you, and withour 
ſomething more, is nothing to us; Hath God cauſed you to paſſe 
under that Relation? that is the, Queſtion: If you ſay yes , hold 


. it forth, that all may ce you ſpeake as well as heare you, and give 


Righteons judgement, ** That the Lord hath written the Jaw of 
** that Relation upox your hearts: Now the Lord God 1 ape you 


all, and every oneto looke after-this, writeing of God\upan; your | 


hearts ; for we are more than jealous, -as you give us ſad'cauſe , 


That, itis not yet done}, we meane the law of this Relation is 


not 


PEP ono 


-— 


. "I 
A ? _ Rn 
pa TY nuses% 4 > 


” = recite. nil. 6 wh: = 


0 be” 


” LL 


T> 


not written upon your hearts, You may thinke it is, and you may 
fay it is,,' It'is nothing to us, nor we beleeve to any Godly man 
in all che wlfole Nation, what you fay as to this matter , or what 
you thinke, while we ſee what you doe : © Saw] ſpeakes as confi- 
dently, as you may doe, and ſurely he ſpake as he thought. © 7 
have perſormed the Commandment of the Lord, which was, that 
eAwal:che ſhould be utterly defiroyed ,”nor perſon nor thing 
ſpared , ** That you have not ſaid Samnell ; *© what meaneth then 
this bleating of the Sheepe in my eares, and the lowing of the O xen, 
which I heare ? There are none fo confident in beleeving ( we 
meane a counterfeit beleefe ) than are they, that are moſt outra- 
gSious in finning ; © The foole rageth, and is confident. $0 may ye 
lay ye have\ kept the charge of the Lord ; You have performed 
His Commandment, ordering matters in His houſe, as becometh 
Stewards there, 

Firſt, / This ye have not done ſure, for what meaneth thoſe 
abhominations committed there, not onely by your connivence 
winking at it, but by your allowance alfo, and more , your doin 
and juſtifying of what you doe, where it is done ; what n—_ 
all this? | 

Secondly , What meaneth then thoſe Beaſts in the ſhape of 
men, and they are the worſt Beaſts , preſenting their Infants to 
Baptiſme, and themſelves to the Lords Table ? not requiring of 
them ſo much as a bave profeſſion of faith and repentance : all that, 
they can make ; yet more than is required : What meaneth all 
this, sf the law of your Relation be written on your hearts ? 

Thirdly, What meaneth this ( which being granted will 
proove an In-let to, who knowes how great a flood of ungodli- 
nes ) That things muſt be ordered in Gods houſe, not according 
to the Principles grounded in Gods Word, but according to the 
Principles of Infant Baptiſme ? What meaneth all this 2 If the 
law of your Relation be written in youty hearts ? 

Fourthly , What meaneth then, That unreaſonable, and wic- 
ked men paſle for Beleevers, having no faith , and for Di/ciples, 
who bate Diſcipline ; and for $a:zzs, who perſecute holineſle > 
If the /aw of your Relation be written in your hearts, can this be ? 

Fifthly, What meaneth then, That this monſtrous body, 
we meane your Church, hath ſo much glorie, and fayour in your 

eyes; 
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eyes ; and the Church of Chriſt the true members thereof, as in 
charitie you ſhould judge, ſo little ; That alone honourable with 
you, this aJone deſpicable, ſo far as appeareth to mans eye; you 
are every day waſhing the face of the one to make it looke good- 
ly, and faire before men, and fo to 5n-ſtateit in, and wel, it of 
glorious matters, while you bewray the face of the other ( which 
muſt needs be; while you waſh the one ) not with 4«/f, as you 
may reade hereafter, but with mire, and dirt ? Surely ye could 
not doe ſo, if the law of thi Relation were written on your hearts ; 
for thus ye and we read; ©* 1» whoſe eyes a vile perſon ts contems 
wed , * but he honoureth them that feare the Lord : Well, The Lord 
knowes who are His, and He hath made ſome of them to know 
it, that they are His, for Him they ſerve. And now they know, 
That He loves them, and to the exd, that hath no end He loveth 
them. And now for mans love, if they have it they thanke bim 
for it ; if they have it not ir matters little, and troubles them leſſe 
upon their owne Tcore. But this they know, That upon whoſe 
heart ſoever this /aw of Relation is written, this law of /ove is writ- 
ten alſo , ** For every one that loveth Hin T hat begar,loverb Him, 
alſo that is begstten of Him, 1 Joh. 5. 1. Idem eft mars anime 
ad finaginem & rem, faith Ariftotle ſome where; © The love that 
* heares-up the ſoule to God, beareth it alſo to the Image of 
« God; 2ui amat ſupra amat infra, he that wranly loves God 
« above, heartily loves his Brothes beneath. But ſee what it is 
to ſwallow downe the Principles of Infant Baptiſme, and to re- 
gulate all matters in the houſe of God according thereunto ? as 
{ome doe ; for it is to the men of that way and judgement we 
ſpeake. 

Sixthly , If you have the law of your Relation written upon 
your hearts ; what meaneth then, that you doe with your poore 
people, /orti/o, and:brxti/h ones; ſocontrary to this law ? In ſaf- 
fering them to take Sanctuary at the Ordinance of Baptiſme ? 
thereby to ſhelter them fromthe wrath that is to come ? and while 
they live in their ſinnes, give them right, and title to all Church- 
Adminiſtrations? Surely, ſurely, they, that feele' the 1aw- of this 
Relation upon their hearts cannot. dee ſo., no not for a. world 
can they doe it, it were to make a poore ignorant people to ** He- 
leeve a lie, which we ate aſſured is far:from your purpoſe to doe : 
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Byt you know there is *#,:- operis,and operanrzc, utter deſtrudti- 
on bf ſoules will be the exid of this worke,thoogh it is not your ed 
that are the workyes ; no, the thought of it, that you ſhould de- 
ſroy ſoules is an abhomination to you. Let your worke , as to 
this matter, be an abhomination to you alſo. You cannot in evill 
things, and doiugs ſeperate the end from the meanes, (ifthe man 
will goe onn ſinning, his end will be periſhing for ever : ) as ye 
ought not in good things to ſeperate the meanes from the end. 
( if the end I drivets, be eternall life , the meanes muſt be taken 
that conduce thereunto. ) Therefore by the mexcies of God, we be= 
ſeech you, and becauſe of the zerrour of the Lord , His heavy 
wrath, and diſpleaſure, dolefull, and dreadful! puniſhments, that 
muſt be che portion of all Steward:,that feele not the law of their 
Relation written upon their hearts. by the finger of God there, 
and regard not to feele it, we would perſwade with you to Con- 
ſider theſe matters, what your doings have been, and are, how 
ble to the mind of your God, rule of His word, law of your 
Relatida; adviſe with one another about it, and then ſpeake your 


Having prxmiſed theſe ſix things for tryall , whether, the /aw 
of your Relation be written upon your heart, we proceed herein ac- 
cording to the propoſed Method, and firſt to ſhew 


pI ——————— 
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=== Hat an influence this law of Relation written in 
T&94 the heart by the finger of God, hath upon the 
VAL © doftrine , and prattiſe of a Miniſter ; We will 
WWAS ſpeake of him ſingle ; for as it is with one, 'it is 


Za) bis Dotrinc firft, 

Firſt, He is bis Lords Paranywph, or ſpokeſman, he ſpeakes a 

word for Chriſt where ever he comes, if it be ſeafonable, 

thereby to make-up the match, and berrorh the ſoule, unto Him ; 

He laboureth to comt within the boſome of afinher, and grapple 
ſo powerfully with his ſpiric, that He may take no nay at his. 

hand ; and for the attaining this end, and to make him ſee ow 

nee 
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need he hath of Chriſt,; He will lay open the Jothſome nature. of 
fin, and let-in the terrour of the Lord upon the Conſcience, thar 
the careleſſe,and rebellious ſinner may come to a parſey of peace, 

This is G.ds and be content to take Chrift upon His owne tearmes, and take up 

ow —_ tO the profeſſion of the Truth, and not ſtand at the ® C:f*: Though 

lo:Je 6 1e., To doeing be muſt part with all he hath of His owne ,, his deareſt 
tillircan in uſt and all : And here He diſcovers to the ſinner, as he can,'the 
truch and ſe- Cunning ferches of his curſed heart,and hunts Nim our of his ** Ma- 
ri-uſncls bid ſes, that he may not cozen himſelfe , and fit downe with ſome 

—_ _ reſerved Deluſion, and goe no farther. -And this is the Lords way 

any cor Jiri. fure in whoſe ftead he ſtands, and therefore craves of Him dayly 

ons, His mer- Hts eye-ſalve, that he may fand in His curnſell, and walke in His 
cy and the way, and doethat which he hath ſeene with hi heavenly Father, 

_ n 1s as He hath done, and by His Word and Spirit ſtill doth , ſo doth 

tious and 1. Din His ſtrength, and by the direRions of His Word ; Wee will 

valuable, that infift upon this a little. A 5 | 

He will nz When ever the Lord brings-any foule. over to Himſelfe, He 

dis «way firſt * þ;deth pride from bis eyes. Man, every man bore izto the 

—_ 9 ag _ world, and growing up there, is a four rebell, a ftiffe-necked trea- 

taken of ic ; Fre, as his father is; and as yeares, adde _Cubits to his Rature, 

bur He wiil ſo is there an addition made to his pride, arid rebellion : as he 
make the orowes-up, he growes more like his father every day ; now ſo 

— joone as the Lord God is pleaſed to deale with this man by His 

dy to thaa Word, and Spirit, He knocks downe this Monſter pride, for this 

Truth of His. beares-up mightily againſt che Word, and Spirit, and, like the 

t Tim.r. 15. poſſeſſed man, breaks the cords, and bands, the good Spirit would 

D. Ree Tr: hinde him with , as eaſily till the Spirit hath ſer them on, as we 

p- 389. can doe, barnt flax, or make a thred ſnap befote the Candle, 
Therefore this pride is diſcerned, and ſlaine firſt, which is enmitie 
inthe will, affetions, and mind., There it is ſtill when diſcovered, 
and ſlaine there ; but ic doth a,manno hurt, being diſcovered,and 
ſlaine, as pride doth not : for though it be,as ghey ſay, as the heart 

Is, the ff that lives, and the laſt that dyes, yet the man is _ 
bled for his pride,and walks ſoftly all his dayes,ahd doth put forth 
an holy enmity now againſt all chat in his ſoule, which exalts it 


felfe againſt his God, his Lord , his Chriſt ,, and Word of His 
Srace. ; | Po En. RY ey : 
© / +": Secondly, 


—_— 


my 
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Secondly, This is it he wou!d bring home to his owne, and 
others hearts. The Lord God by His Word, and Spirit, hides 
pride from our eyes ff, by giving us a ſight into our ſelves, what 
an hell there is within us, and nma+«2s it /ocke ke hell, whereas be- 
fore it might looke like heaven ; what a dunghill there is within 
us, and makes us ſmell the ſterch of it as of a D«»ghill, whereas 
before it did favour with us, as a garden of ſpices, or a bed of Ro- 
ſes ; And then according to che exceeding r.ches of His grace, 
and abundant mercie through Chriſt. gives us a ſight of Himſelfe, 
a ſaving experimentall knowledge of Himſclte in Chriſt; we heard 
of Him before with the hearing «f th- care, ( and how did we 
flight Him, till pride was hid from vs, our proud heart was ſub- 
dued ) but now or eye hath ſeene Him. And what then 2 Now He 
15 exalted in our ſoules, for we are made low ; Now He, and He 
alone riſeth in our thoughts higher, and higher Rtill, and ſo we 
fable,; now ſin appeares to be fin( the worlt can be ſaid of it ) and 
grace appeares to be grace ( the belt can be ſaid of that too ) ir 

race; now Chriſt is exceeding welcome , for ſin is above mea- 
fire ſiofull. He is pretious, ſin is vil2. 

The hony-combe trampled upon before, while we were full of 
our ſelves, that is, proxd, reliſheth- now like an © honey-combe, as 
it uſeth to doe with an h»»gry ſoule, and truely now we would ab- 
horre our ſelves, and repent tn duft and aſbes. 

Firlt , To apply this to our purpole, ye muſt take Gods way, 
if you meane to doe Gods worke; and this way you'cannot 
chooſe, but take when ever ye goe to worke, as woxkmen, that 
need not be aſhamed, feeling the law of their Relation written upon 
their hearts. 

Secondly , Preach Chriſt unto the People, lifr- Him up as an 
Enſigne before them ; So the Apoſtles did, ſo the' Miniſters of 
Chu doe,that feele the law of their Relation ; they tell their hear- 
ers what loſt ones they are © withowe Him , what glorious crea- 
tures they are being found, and accepted iz Him ; © His fullnes will 
* convince us, as one-ſaith, abundantly of our 'emptineſſe, ** His 
* purity will ſhew us our ſports ; His Allſufficientie, out nothing- 
© eſſe labour by all mennes, attend, and mſift upon the rheanes, 
which you cannot, bur doe, if you feele the law of your Relation, 
how to wove for Chrilt, as His Paranymphs,(peaking a good word 
for Him, | B Third- 


Job 42. 5. 


Prov. 27+ 7+ 


Jab 9. 148, 


(8) 
Thirdly , Be ſure you lay your ground-worke well, we. are 
more than jealous of you abour that matter, as we told you be- 
fore. Tell your people home, as you can 79 their hearts, what a 
Cup of wrath they are borre to, and that they mult drinkeit up 
to the bottorre, the very dregs of it, if they goe out of the world, 
as they came in, without any real| change wrought upon them 
by the word and Spirit ; for they were borne Children of wrath, 
ſo. ſoone as they were Children of men; and they have been 
ever ſince they were borre filling-up their meaſeres; and after 
their hardneſſe, and impenitent heart, rreaſuring-up to themſelves 
wrath againſt the day of wrath, and the revelation of the righteous 
fardgement of God. | Rs 

.. Fourthly, And telthem-herewithall, "which you muſt needs 
doe, if ye know the law of your Relation, and feele it written upon 
quur hearts ; That their Church: priviledges they hold themſelves 
borne unto, being Baptized there,/truſted to , ard gloryed in, as 
* the manner is, ſtand chem in no more ſtead, than the Arhe as 
* Shiloh did the Jewes, or ſacrifices multiplyed, or the Temple of 
**.+he Lord; The Rocke and Manna ; ( wreumciſion, or the Lords 
© Supper adminiſtred at Corinth; Beate them off from putting any 
Confidence in the fteſh , if you'doe not, you doe nothing to pur. 
pole , nay you muſt rel| them more; If no inward glory be gained 
dy our glorious priviledges, ( which indeed the Nation partakes 
of above many, if not above all-in the world ) theſe will ſerve 
butc0 expoſe.us to more wrath, and fiery indignation from the ' 
Lord, rendring our condition worſe, than was theirs of ** (%oraſis, 
and *<:Berþ/aida; and our judgement: from the Lord more into!- 
lerable, even in this world, as Jernſalems was, and at the end 
thereof, than Sodome's, and Gomrrrah's was. And theſe things 
you will ſpeake: before the people ſadly, and mournfully , as the 
Apoltte fauhy © weeping; for you know who faid it, though you 
know-he'ws an Heathen, ©* 1f you wi!! have ws weepe , you muſt 
weepe firſt: 'Wheriyou find the law of 34ur Relation prefling upon 
your ſpirits, Ye will not- mention betore-your people the prixcie 
ples'of Infant Baptifme,"as ye have 1/ſſed them *vich a Comment 
worſe than the text;nor will you mnake mention-6f god-farhiers; 
or god-mothers eithen , Something we Have read how they catpe 
waa; firſt But when the /aw of your Relation conſtraineth y0#, 
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ye will ſee no need of them now, the {burch of the living Go 


ſhall be no more abuſed with thera, nor that ordinance propha- 
ned. Bat theſe things ye: kw better, than we can tell you, 
Bleſſed are ye, if ye doe thercaftrr ; And what are you if ye doe 
contrary to what you kno:y 2? we [ay nor, but leave it upon your 


thoughts, 


Fitthly , Preach ſound dotrine to them, holding faſt the forme 
of ſound words ; and whatſoever is contrary to it, Commard them 
co bid defiance to it, yea to cxrſe it as Pax! Cid, being that, which 
their ſoule muſt abhorre, when they feele the /aw of their Relati- 
on ; Thus ye doe, ye will ſay. but we doubt ir, becauſe your peg- 
ple are ſo well pleaſed with your doQrine ; Now certaine it is, 
as once the Apoſtles found it to be, ard told us it would ever be, 
eſpecially in theſe /atrer rimes,they will wt endure ſound doftrine, 
which will make them /auxd in the faith. Seund doctrine is to 
a ſwigiſh ſpirir, ( ſuch is every ſpirit by nature, til! che good Spi- 
rit hath wrought thereon, ) like a corroding plaiſter to proud 
fleſh, or a launce to a ſore ull of corruption, which will cur-to 


the core, and cut it out. We intend cherfly this, 


Sixthly , While- you are delivering forth unto them © ſound 
doftrine, take this in with it, which ſhall argue its /o»ndxeſſe, and 
you ſound alſo ; That your peoples hearts are very #»/ound, and 
their eares uncircumciſed , notwithſtanding with their eare they 


muſt attend, for therefore they have an eare, and the very male 
their flocke they mult lay-our this way, all their ſtrength, el 


&« deceivers they are, and they are © accurſed, 


4 


But this is not all you tell chem, you will make them know,as ye 
can, That there is an © n+: prohibens, that ſtands within like an 
armed man, and till it be remooved, or ſubdued , will oppoſe all 
that is good, keepe it from entring the ſoule, viz: © The enmiries 
that are there againſt God, and the word of His grace. They come 
to heare, and caſt ir out they cannor, nor is it poſſible with them, 
as their caſe is ſo to doe , yer are they commanded to doe it, nor 


is the command in vaine , They muſt endeavour to doe it , took- 

5npup to Him, and ſpreading it before Him , and attending the 

meanes whereby it is done, we meane, whereby this © exmity (for 

that one word containes all ) is diſcovered to us, and flaine in ns 

by ſound doftrine ſoundly preached. ou is the point you.muſt in- 
' 2 
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2 Tim. 4. 
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fiſt upon, as did your Lord before you ; © The abſclute neceſſirie 
«f regeneration, or of being begot and boyne againe , doe not ſooth 
1p your D.ſciples with chat vaine title, and lying vanitie, © They 
were borne and baptized ſuch. Itis notoriouſly falſe and knowne 
{0:0 be in all the earth : We are borne more like Devils, than 
Saints ; at the beſt, we beare the Image of the earthly. 

Indeed you muſt tell chem fo, they are, while they are, as they 
were borne into the world, and beſt pleaſed to be what they are, 
fo far from being Beleevers, Diſciples, Saints, that they are, as 
was ſaid, wolves, dogs, ſwine, and much worſe, becaule a* beaſt iz 
the ſhape of a man us the worſt beaſt. 

Ye have heard, or read what that excellent man M- Be/rox: ſaid 
to his deare Children, when he was departing from them , © He 
< verily beleeved that none of them durſt thinke to meet him at 
* that great Tribunal} in an unregenerate ſtate. And was he not 
well aſſured of what he ſpake from his Lords owne mouth? ©*Z x- 
cept a man be borne againe he cannot ſee the kingdome of God. 'And 


he gives the reaſon at the ſixth verſe, ( we borrough that Learned - 


mans words ) for that which « borne of fleſb u fleſs, and is as unca- 
pable of feeing the myſteries of the kingdome of God,as fleſhly eyes are 
of ſeeing Spirits. 

Ye mult preach this /ound Dctrine to their eares ſoundly , and 
till it ſod unto their hearts, and is taking there, what ever they 
are in your ees, they are as vile, as the vileſt in the Lords eyes, 
and in the eyes of His people, ( for they are not waſhed from their 
* dang * )and — they muſt be dealt with , thruſt away 
from paraking in ſacred things, as you would heapes of dung 
out of the chieteſt roomes. When ye are at this point dealin 
* oundly with them, ye will fee cauſe to pray, and the godly with 
you, as the Primitive Saints for th* Apoſtles of Chriſt,** Grant un- 
ro thy ſervants that with all boldneſſe they may ſpeake thy word, 
* all the words of this life, that He commands you, for if all muſt be 
heard, all muſt be ſpoken, and ſpoken it muſt be, as the Oracles f 
God, and not teach onely, but command with all authority, that fo 


ye may commend your ſelves to every man's conſcience un the fight 


of God, as he did who felt the © law of his © Relation written in his 
heart ; Your people ſhall know, if ye know the law of your Relati- 
en, That ye are the Lord's Ambaſſadours, ye ſpeake in the _ 


cc, Dolton Tem 


L an, aw E. 


(!1) 
ſon of Chriſt, and in the vertue of His Spirit, and muſt ſpeake as 
if (briſt by you ſpake unto them, that is, as baving power and a«- 
chority committed to you for the edification of the Church. 

And be ſure ye begin right, Aſſuring them they were not 
borne with a Chriſt in their hearts, bur enemies ro Him , that they 
ſtand at an infinite diſtance from Him, and are wiltully ſer on ic 
to have no acquaintance with Him , therefore they are bur falſe 
conceits, and- preſumprions, of their b:ing in Him, before the 
Word, and Spirit hath been prevailing with them. Aflure them, 
they, by nature, hate the Lard of life, and holineſs by Him, more 
than they hate that, their ſonle moſt loatheth ; and they © love 
death, and a carſe in the procureing cauſe of it ) as a father /overh 
his deareſt Child Theſe things ye muſt ſpeake to them with all 
beldneſſe, tortheſe things are moſt profitable for them to know 
firſt. This our © hurt is not to be healed with pleaſing words ; But 
now ye ſhall be dealt hatefully with, dealing faichfally with them, 
as was told you, © ye cannor endure wholeſome words. 

But the law of your Relation wil helpe you to ſwallow that, 
and more; and ye can remember what the Lord, and Malter 
found from His hearers, and all His fatchfull ſervants ever ſince ; 
This may comfort you too ; you fhall have no hr: from them, 
though they doe their worſt. And if you gaine any of them unto 
Chriſt, they will be your deare Friends to their death , becauſe 
you told them the truth. And for them that perſiſt in their hatred, 
you know it is nota /imple hatred, with which we hate moſt hurt- 
full creatures , for it is mixed with feare, and dread of you , ſpeak» 
ing to them, as men that know the law of your Relation , they hate 
you, but they feare you to0, 4s 4 man ( fo that learned man Dr 
Reynolds ) © hateth a Lyon, or as a Malefaftony hateth the Judges 
44 4 theife hateth the light : For juſt reaſon we have been longer al 
this point ; we leave it npon your thoughts , and ſo haſten to the 
prattiſe of a Godly Miniſter, to ſee what that will be before his 
people, when he feeles the law of this Relation written upon his 
heart by the finger of God, But firſt we would for you and our 
Inſtruction, from thele premiſes draw theſe concluſions, and then, 
we will proceed to ſhew what a Godly Mans praftiſe is, we 
meane , his, who fecles the law of his Relation written in his 
heart. | 
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Fir, - That the ſamef»ger of God, which doth write the law 
of this Relation upon Manilters hearts, ſheweth them the ordiran- 
ces of their Lords houſe, how they ought to behave themſelves 
* there, all the formes thereof, and all the /awes thereof , writeth 
* hein their ſight,as in former times ſo now, that they may keepe' 
* the whole forme thereof, and a!l the ordinances thereof , and 
** d5e them , But this the Spirit of God never doch before He 


.hath made them aſhamed firit of all they have done, contrary un» 


to the true way of Gods worſhip ; They ſhall © Dame rhemſelves 
for this, or God will caſt ſhame upon them;He will humble chem 
for all their abhominatiors before , He will rezeale to chem the 
right way of the ſervice of His huſe. And t erefore it may be, 
God wi'l not uſe thoſe M-nifte:s, how choice ſoever are their 
parts, who dzparted from God, when there was a generall depar- 
ture of the Nation , for why may it not be now, as once God 
threatred ; when //rae!! dd depart from Him to falſe worſhip, 
** That they ſhould beare their tniquiries;, they might be imployed 
in meane ſervices, but they ſhould not Come neare Him ;, The 
Lord had liſted up His hand againſt them; And it may be feared 
the Lord may doe fo againſt ſome Miniſters, now adayes,; How 
ever, except there be extraordinary repentance,and taking ſhame 
unto themlelves, The Lord may remember what they have done, 
* when Iſraell departed from God ; and what their complaints 
were, and what little uſe, and improovement they have made of. 
the bleſſed liberties they have had ſince to order matters in their 
Lords houſe ful-up to what He hath commanded. In the next 
lace | 
Secondly, They that know whoſe /p»hesmes they are, in whoſe 
ſtead they ſtand, have /earmr Chriſt, and can reach Him, uſeing 
great boldnes, and liberty of ſpeech; They are as the Officers of a 
Treat Prince going before Him, to prapare a way for Him , and 
will make bold to ſtrike and to ſcatter thoſe unruly throngs of 
men, who preſſe roo neare upon His ſacred perſon ; They will 
boldly ſmite with the rod of His month; they will cry aloude, and 
not ſpare ; they will ( as he faith ) pull downe mowntainous luſt s, 
ſubaue ftrong holds ; They will, in the ſtrength of God ( that is 
the ſcope,and end of their Miniſtery) bring low every-mountaine, 
and hill ; make the crooked ſtraight, and the rough ſmooth ; This in 
6; | de- 
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deſire and endeavour they Coe. And ifany ſhew themſelves Rout 
againſt againſt God, making their browes braſſe ; Theſe will ſer 
their faces as flint againſt all theſe; for ſo God hath commanded, 
and fo doth the law of their Relation command 
Thirdly, They doe all chings in right order, and according to 

their patrerne ; they proclaime war firſt with mens luſts, come. 

ing as with a ſwordintheir band, and fire in their mouth againſt 

them, and ſo make roome for peace in the hearts of men, which paſ- 
ſeth all znderſtandixg , But they will make them kno firſt they 
are enemies t9 this ©* peace, while they are enemies to ©: holixeſſe, 
and friends with themſelves, and their fins. Theſe thit unerſtand. 
rheir Commiſſion, the prwer of Chriſt they are inveſted with, . troge- 
ther with che [aw of their Relation, will aſſure them,that they muſt 
caſt hell upon their ſins,or upon their ſoules, If they will continue 
to be workers of iniquirie, they will hold-on to worke our their 
damnation to the utmolt. 

Fourthly , They that preach as men that know. the. law of 
their Relation, find not one prixciple ( of hilixeſſe ). no not one, 
thorough the whole beoke of God, which is ** pearcable. 

Indeed all tends eo peace at /aft, but intends warre at firſt, What 
may be found amorg the principles of Infant Baptilme,they know 
not, nor will they ſeeke ro.know ; They will goe by Scripture- 
tute, which aſlareth them, if they pleaſe men ( mens lults ) they, 
cannot pleaſe God. | | = 

Fifthly , Theſe ſearching, and-reprooveing Miniſters , theſe 
profic the hearers, and doe their loules good ; theley and onely 
theſe ; whereas a partiall, unſearching, and un-reprooveing Mini- 
« ſter ( to uſe that learned mans words ) is one. of Gods curſes 

« againſt a piace, the forerunner ofa fiaall, and fearefull viſicati- yo, ,, 
* gn. * The dayes of viſication, and recompence come faith the. ; 
«*];ord ; the Prophet is a foote, che ſpurituall man is mad; ** for 

«che multitude of 1niquitie,. and, the great hatred. * IF a man, Mick, 2. 14," 
«.yalking in che Spirit, and falſhood, that is, profelling the worke 

« of a ſpiritual} man, and yer betraying His Office, or jn a falſe, 

%and lying Spirit. ** prophecying of wine, and ſtrong drinke, that 

48, cheriſhing, and encourageing ſenſual] Livers in their pernici- 

© us courſes; © He ſhall even be the Prophet of this people. Thus 


in al}apes,and never more apparently thus,than now in our dayes 
| hath 


— —— — 


(14) 
hath the Lord puniſhed with an-extreame revenge the Rebellion 
of a people againſt His Goſpel]. 

Sixthly , They that will preach the Truth as it is in Jeſus, as 
their love of Chriſt, and law of their Relation conſtraineth them, 
ſhall find Z=thers words true, © That this preaching will derive 
* the hatred of the world againſt them. They ſha!l ſtand as a 
Marke for all the world, with the god thereof, to ſhute againſt, 
Therefore, ( for ſomething hath been ſpoken this way already, 
and more may be ſpoken anon.) In the laſt place. 

Seventaly, Theſe are, and there is more than need they ſhould 
be ſo © hove the wirld; They are dwellers in hraven; Chriſt in 
chem by His Spirit] they in Him by their faith , they feele the /aw 
of their Relation working as ſtrongly in them, as the /aw of fin in 
their enemies , and ſo they can, as was faid of Luther, ©* beare the 
* hatred, and ſhocke, "the rage and violence of the whole world ; 
they have a backe of fteele, and underneath everlaſting Armes ; 
they cannot be greatly mooved, never remooytd frum their An» 
4 chor-hold, We proceed. | | 
[54 G 3. The law of the Relation written upon a Miniſters heart, is mar- 

4 vailouſly prevailing to regulate his pratt:/e before his people, and 
within Gods houſe. »- 
Firſt, His praQice will be humble, and meeke, ſo he will 
| A lifedup Walke with his God, and before His people. The Godly wiſe 

{picir{ in any Will never thinke him to be a man of God . if he be proud, and 
&, man)thegrea- haughtie, It was a diftinguiſhing Character, that Beaa gives, 

; teſt cloſer of whereby to know a man of God, and that he will preach to the 
rb ares *- people the preaching of God : © If he be a man of God follow 

© troth of Gog, ©* biray ſaith he of 4»gsſtine, that counterfeit Saint, And Eng» 
&; Dr.Owenof * lands faigned Apoſtle. - But how ſhall we know , faid the peo- 
fol. 72, * ple, whether he be a man of God, or no? Beda anſwered , If he 
* be gentle, and lowly of heart, he carryeth the yoake of the 
Lord, and will offer unto you to carry theſame yoake , but if he 
be diſdainfull, and proud, then it is certaine, he is not of God, 
nor hath heard Gods word, nor can endure His yoake, and little 
good ſervice can he doe; ©© A proud perſon being like a gouty 
haxd, or ſwelled. :{rwe, which troubleth the body, dath it no ſer- 


Vice. | 


Surely 
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Surely a true ſervant of Chriſt is as like his Lord and Maſter as 
can be, lowſy, and © meeke ; for he rememters till, chat for His 
ſake, and to teach him, He ſtooped as low, as the feete, and waſhed 
them, and a little while after became a JForme and no Man , hum- 
bled Himſelfe, and became obedient unto the death, even the Death 
of the (roſſe. 

Secondly , As he feeles the /aw of that Relation, of a Miniſter, 
ſo alſo, of a farhey to His people, and they to Him in the Relati- 
on of Children, even as Paul was, he deſires, and endeavours to 
be © gentle among them, as a nurſe , cheriſhing her children ; 
* bbs comforting, charging every one, as a** father doth his 
children; And how curioxſly doth he walke before them, looking 
round about him, leaft he ſhould looſe his way, or miſſe his end, 
and ſhould be blamed in that, for which he blames others ; he 
conſiders with all his heart, exrpe eſt De&ors, And remembers all 
along his walke, that bis people obſerve him more in the ſtreete, 
within, or without the houſe, than they doe in the pulpit; their 
eyes are more intent upon his ** doings ; than their eares are unto 
his ſayings ; and thereafter they faſhion themſelves, and their 
whole courſe commonly, by what they ſee him doe, not to what 
they heare him ſay, unleſſe he ſpeakes to pleaſe their Luſts ; 
Therefore feeling this Law of hu Relation, with all his care, he is 
carefull here; ſo as he can ſay, as his patterne before him, © Tee 
are witneſſes, and God alſo how © holily, and juſtly, and unblane- 
ably we behaved our ſelves among you that © beleeve ; ( And they 
were as carefull to give no offence to them that were without ) 
We muſt adde this, That there be no miſtake here, Theſe thac 
know the law of their Relation, behaving chemſelves thus gex:ly, 
are as ſharpe as who are ſharpeſt, in reprooveing of fin, for it is 

to-reproove, as God reprooves. Ye remember who he was, 
that did not © frowne upon ſinners becauſe they were his ſonnes ; 
bur God © frowned upon him, acid brought ſore diſpleaſure upon 
his family : **Great ſinners muſt have great reproofes; as he ſaith ; 
Some muſt be ©* ſaved by feare, a ſanctified meanes to pull them 
<< qut of the fire. Ye muſt caſt them into the fire, that they may 
<« eſcape the'fire ; ©* Pirtifull cruelty is better than. cruel pitty. 
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«.Some in dealing both with ſinfull praRtiſes, and erroneous opi- | 


« ions of men, handle them, as men handle thornes, as if they 
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* qdurft not touch them; thi farnerh ſin , and. comfirmeth erronr. 
May we not adde , doe not ſome dea'e with Drunkards, as ſweet- 
ly, as they ſhould deale with Diſciples? Ard with notorious {ig- 
ners { unexcommunicate) as if they were Saints? It were infinite- 
!y better for them, if they had been de/ivered-up to Sata ; for 
now they are delivered-up to their owne hearts luſts, ** Lyars, 
* evill Beaſts, * Slow-bellies, ( as the moſt of your Nominall Be- 
leevers are, if not all ) muſt be rebuked © cxtring/y, that they may 
be _ in the faith. Sures muſt be cut, and lanced, before they be 
healed. 

Thirdly , They that know the law of their Relation, and feele 
it upon their hearts, doe know, they ſtand before the people as 
Ambaſſadors ſent unto them from rhe Prince of the Kings of the 
earth ; nay they are in © Chriſts ſtead; therefore as they muſe 
ſpeake untothem,whereof before ; fo muſt they deale with them, 
as tO all Church- Adminiftrations ; neither more. nor leſſe ; but 
full-up to their Commiſſicn ; even as Chriſt Him/elfe. did doe, 
when He was upon the Earth ; and hath appointed to be done, 
till His returne from Heaven, all that,which is comely to be done, 
by all thoſe , that fand in Hu ftead ; and are Stewards in, His 
howfe ; whereto ſo much bath been ſaid,that we ſhall fay no more 
to it in this place ; Nor ſhall we ſpeake to this Relation , which 
indeed containes much ; they ſtand in Relation of Shepheards to 
their ſheepe they walke-on before them (like the Admiral Ship 
carrying the Zigbe ) and they looke well ro their walke, and ob. 
ſerve as well, who followes them ; and eccordingly they deale 
with them ;, and who will not follow thera, but follow after 
"* Srangers, unto Strangers let them goe ; for theſe good Sheps» 
heards will make a© difference, as becometh men inftructed to 
Diſcretion: and fo are enabled to judge between Carrle,avd Car» 
zle, the Rams, and the He-Goates, + 

When we have faid all, ( and how little is our All intheſe mat- 
ters? ) ye may ſumme-up all in this one © Reharios of a Miniſter 
of Chriſt , he that finds the law of that one Relation written in his 
foule by the finger of God, they humble themſelves to wake 
with their God; and treate with their people, as a father with his 
children , ftanding before them i» Gods ftead, deale with 
them, as becometh faichfull Stewards, and hor Shepheards. 
%, In 
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In a word, They make cleare proofe,that they have learnt Chriſt, 
and can teach him ; when chey few forth His life in theirs ; when 
they walks, even as He hath walked , when, as *© He was, fo they 
are in this world ; when the ſame minde, judgement, affetions 
are in them, which were in Chriſt Jeſus their Lord. 

From all this, we would d:aw theſe Concluſions, and then 
proceed. 

This Miniſter of Chriſt , that feeles the law of his Relation 
written upon his ſoule, fully knowes, ** 7ntws & in cute as ye ſay, 
or endeavours his utmoſt ſo to know, rhe tate of his people, as ex- 
aQly well in deſire, and endeavour, as a father doth che ſtate of 
his children ; a Steward the ſtate of the houſehold, the Shepbeard 
the ſtate of his flocke. It is his 7% :g»0”, and not a 22peproy, his very 
worke, and buifines to kyow © That ; we meane the ſtate of his 
people 1 for, 

Secondly , Put the caſe , ( for teaching ſake we may doe ir, 
chough ic be not poſſible, but chat a Miniſter knowing that Rela- 
tion muſt know it ) That he knowes not the ſtate of bu people , then 
this muſt follow ; he mult ſpeake unto them generals onely, for 
not knowing their ſtates in particular, he cannot ſpeak unto them 
in particular, and fo deale with them anſwerably, Some of them 
declare their fin as Sodome, they hide it not : they trample peartes 
under their feete, turne againe and rent the Diſpenſers of thei , 
os theſe muſt be dealt with. Some againe, and none of 
the worlt have need of * Corroſives ; other ſome may need Cords 
als , Some have need to be ſearched, and humbled , ſome to be en- 
couraged, and comforted ; their ſtates in particular muſt be enqui- 
red into, that the Miniſter of Chriſt may doe accordingly. We 
remember the expreſſion, that Zames ſaith , © (onfeſſe your ſavles 
& one 49 another, and pray one for another, that ye may be bealed, 
As a he ſhould ſay,none can be able to pray for you ſo.effeRually 
for your comfort, as thoſe, That know your fins well, and ſo cao 
confelle them before God. A AMinifter muſt know the ſtate of his 


PA. , Thatthere is no caſe, or condition, theſe ca8l 
be ſuppoled to bein, but this Micafter of Chriſt, ppon whole heart 
the law of his Relation is written, is able ja the Rrength of Chriſt, 

- bythe ſupply of the Spirit, ro = in that, which ſhall fitt = 
- cae, 
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caſe, be an adequate, or proportionate helſpe, ayde, ſuccour, cure 
thereunto ; he ſhall be able to give-in Repreofe, correftion, 1n- 
ftruftion, counſell, comfort, as the caſe and condition ſhall re- 
quire. And 

Fourthly , In the laſt place ; This will follow : If their eſtates 
in particular muſt be enquired-into, then they muſt be dealt with 


1n particular, alone, and apart; And there muſt be time and place 


for it. This the people will not endure, and this courle ye ſeeme 
not to approove, neither, we ſhall heare your reaſons, wherefore, 
indue place. We have told you what you will teach in point of 
DoRrine, and what you will doe in point of praCtiſe, ſo ſoone as 
ye ſhall feele the finger of God wricing the /aw of your Relation 
upon your hearts. 
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= Ow we proceed to tell our ſelves, and you, if ye will 
heare what thoſe people will doe , in whoſe hearts the 
UE finger of God hath written the law of their Relations, 
ISA They will ſpeake, and doethe very ſame thing, which 
all G ds people, Miniſter and people ſpeake, and doe, in whoſe 
hearts the Law of their Relation is wricten, 

It may be asked here , What are theſe Relations? And what is 
the Law thereof? Breifly, and to narrow theſe matters as much 
as we can. | 

Their Relations are theſe ; Firſt, The great,and dreadfull God 
for His deare Son's ſake ( manifeſted in the fleſh ) ſtands related 
to them, as theirs, ** their God, they to Him, as His people ; more 
particularly, the great God faith of every one of theſe ; * Thou 
art my Diſciple, thou art ** mine, Ta, 43. 1, He againe Ecchoerh 
forth to his God, ** eLnd I am thine Lord ; ( for all is recipro- 
call between God, and this gratious Saint ). The intercourſe is 
mutuall , if He ſay, He is ours ; We ſay againe,we are thine Lord, 
and we give our ſelves to thee ; The claime is mutual ; He claim- 
eth us for His ; we Him, for Qurs. Thos art © mine, I amthine. 
Breifly, there is the'Relation ; Now the Law is this ; As Jehovab 
God faith to this perſon ( ſo ſiogly we muſt ſpeake ) AllIam, and 
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I amall; AllI have, andI have all ; AllTcan, andTIcanall, I am 
for Thee, who doeſt cruſt Me, art my Di/ciple indeed, My Saint in 
Truth , So now ſaith this Beleever, this Gracious Saint, this /epe- 
rated-one, What I am,it is of Thee ; What © have;it is from Thee; 
What 1 can, it is by Thee. All I am, I have, I can, it is fer Thee 
O my Beloved * , Itisa Curſe that one ſhould ſowe, and another 
reape ; Itis God that ſowes, ſhall the fleſh, or the world, or the 
Devill reape? God forbid, He that ſowes , He ſhall reape, faizh 

that perſon, that teeles the Law of His Relation. For thus this 

Perſon faith to bis © Lord, and his God. Thou haſt ſaid, even be- 
cauſe it/pleaſed Thee, ſo to ſay, That all*© Thine.;s mine ; And by 
Thy grace, 1 ſay, and ſhall never ceaſe ſaying of it, * And AU 
Mine is T hine. There is the Law of that Relation. 

Secondly , The great God ſtands to them in the Relation ofa 
Deare Father , they to Him as Deare Chilaren, God faith to eve- 
ry one of them firſt, or laſt, I am thy Father,and call Me fo, **.My 
Father , He, or ſhe Ecchoes againe to Him, Thy /oune,Thy danghs 
ter; there is the Relation ; The law thereof is this; This Heaven. 
ly Father in, and through Chrilt , makes over Himſelfe unto His 
Childe, ** His Love axd all , This Child makes a deed of gifr, as 
we may ſay, of himſclte becke againe, unto his Father , through 
Chriſt, by Whom he received ail, gives Him all his love, and all 
roo little ( yet he has nc the lefſe, bur much more for all his Re- 
lations here below, well corrected, and ordered, now God hath 
all) all his © /ove, and all his © feare, and all his ſervice ( bur 
 feare is all ) And now this Child ſpall be ſpared, as a father [a> 


reth his,and (» be ſhall be ſervea,For all things in heaven and earth - 


ſhall ſerve him, and Miniſter to him, if need be , And this Child, 
while he is himſeife, and nor over-rtaken nor ſerprized,is as tender 
of his Fathers Name, as he is of that he moſt dearly loveth , and 
as fearefu!l to offend Him, as he is to offerd the tendereſt part a- 
bout him, the apple of his eye ; There 1s the great Law of that 
Relation alſo. 
Thirdly , The great.God ſtands to them in Chriſt, asa Brid« 
e( for aswas ſaid, His love never decayeth ; as fervent at 

faſt, as et firſt )rhey to Him, as His Spexſe, He, faith to every 
<ne of theſe firit, or-laſt, I am m4r75ed 10+rhee ; Thou art. my 
« Hephzj-bab, My «* delight is in thee, 1 am for Thee ; and Thow 
"3 A ſalt 
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halt not be for another, Hof. 3. 3. There is the Relation ; 'he Law 
is this : The Bridegroome is intirely the Brides ; The Bride is in- 

tively the Bridegroemes. His delight is in her ( that implyes all, 
rongue.can exprefle, or heart can wiſh open it never ſo wide ) 
her ** delight 5s in Him, and that implyes.alſo all that is expe&ed 
from her : He fits downe with © 2rear delight taking pleaſure in 

| her ; and ſhe with the ſame delight, in ber meaſure, taking p/ca- 
ſare in Him. There is the Law of that Relation ; we might be ve- 
ry large,and it is hard to ſpeake little of ſo much as might be ſaid, 

Once more. | 

Fourthly , He ſtands tothem, as a Lord, they to Him as fer- 
vants ; He faith to every one of them, Thox art my ſervant : he, 
or ſhe to Him againe; Thou art my Lord, ( a Name of as much 
uſe and comfort as Jeſus is with a Saint) and my Ged : There is the 
Relation. 

The -Law is this, T how ſhalt doe all that I command thee, as to 
the ſubſtance, or matter, forme, or manner of the worke , what I 
command thee, and as Ile have it done , al My will, and, all ac+ 
cording to My will. The matter of a ſervice hath been rewarded, 
when the manner of doing it hath been revenged. I doe it, Lord, 
ſaith this ** ſervant, ſpeake,Lord,thy ſervant heareth ; Command, 
Lord, thy ſervant doth it ; 4s the eyes of 4 ſervant lockes to the 
hand of his Maſter ; as the eyes of a Maiden to the hand of ber Mi- 
Preſſe, ſo my eyes waite upon T hee, my Lord, and my God, We will 
onely name two Relations more, 

The Great God ſtands related to theſe His people every one 
of them, as a friend to a friend, as a Shepheard to his flock. From 
this, and all chat which went before, we will ſet downe theſe 
ConſeRories. 
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[rſt , Theſe are a peculiar, and choice people, a royall Prieſts 
hood, of whom God faith,**Yox are my people; They againe, 
Thou art onr Ged ; and being ſuch they muſt ingly be dealr 
with. ** They ſhall dwell alone, they ſpall not be numbred among the 
Nations. There ſhall be a better account had- of them, who cag 
give a reaſon of their hope, than is of your Diſciples, a and 
nts ; 
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Saints; of no more account with their God than 7ufidels are, A- 
mos 9. 7. While they can give no other reaſon of their hope, 
bur that they were borne and baptized in the Nation. 

Secondly , They are Children and every one expe a Childs 
portion ; Childrens bread to be given urto them, :nd they will 


not receive t among the Dogs, They ere © marvailonſly ſepara- p(y1 4. 


red, and nowWthey can no more mixe themſelves with the wicked 

©. werkers of 5niquiry ( though they would ſtoope to their foote? 
or take them tnto their boſome to doe them good) than they can 
mixe with their workes ; or light mixe with darkneſſe, or Chri#t 


with Belial. The Children of God, they will not-at any time, them fur ever. 
or place, unleſſe by a good warrant, much lefle at the Lords Ta- Learned, and 
ble, mixe with the Children of the Dev.1ll , their deareſt fathers #2!y 51% 


enemies as well ag theirs. 
Thirdly , They are the Spouſe of Chriſt, or His Bride; They 
will, through grace, carry themſelves honourably , and as be- 
cometh the Law of that Relation. And if ever you will deale with 
chem, which you will doe,if you know the Law of your Relation, 
you mult cake them our of the throng and tumulrt of the world, 
as was ſaid , ** The Bride of Chriſt is a virgin modeſt and ſhame- 
faſt ; you muſt appoint a ſet time and place to meete with them}. 
If ye will not doe ſo, not feeling the law of your Relation upon your 
hearts, they will meete without you, and they know who will give 
them a meeting ( they doing all chey doe decently, and in order ) 
He,Who never failed them hitherto ; You muſt cake them out of 
the throng, and tumulr of the world alone, and apart, as che Be- 
loved His Spouſe, Carr. 7.11. and as He tooke the blind man 
out of the Towne, Mark: 8. 23. And | 
Fourthly, Theſe are the ſervants of the moſt High God ; And 
the Law of that Relation. gives Law to their thoughts, all their 
ſayings and dvings. Theireyes looke up to their Lord; what He 
Commands that doe they, and whar He forbids rha they avoide 
as an Addey in their path, or a ſ5* Beare intheir way: What care 
they whatthe principles of Infant Bapri/me fay, if theſe ſay but 
accoting eo that, wehave heard ſayd ;they heare what the word 
ſaith, for the word hath bored their eare. They follow their Lord: 
going before them by His Spirit in the dire&tions of His word, 
for they ** &nxow His voice ; and a tranger will they not follow, 
* but 
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** but will flee from Him, for they © know not (allow approove not 

of ) the woice of a Stranger. 

 Cuit. 7. 13. Fifthly, They are the Friends of Chriſt; that is the Relation 
they ſtand in to Him ; now He walkes with them in His Gaderies, 
and holds them there, while He openeth His, whole foule- unto 
them. * el things, ſaith Chriſt, char * I have heard of my Fa- 
ther, I have made knowne unto you ; An Admirable Scripture, 

John 15. 1 (Certainly Chriſt hath heard great things of His Father. He is the 
wi/dome of the Father ; He hath-been with the: Farher from all e- 
ternity ; and the Father loves Him ; He will tell Him all the Glo- 
rious things He hath. in His Heart, and Chriſt will hide none of 
theſe things from His Friends. Judge you now how ſtrong the 
law of this Relation is with all His;Friends; will they not deale 
friendly with Him > Thinke you: can they allow! of any perſon, 
or thing, that offends His glorious eyes? will they be a Compa-» 
nion of His enemies? deriders of him,as the covetous are? A mans 

Mr. Sans Companion #5, ( as he faith ) the Counterpaine of himſelfe. Of af o- 

pagee173- ther things Company us the worſt diſſembled, as that worthy man 
hath it from Excellent Learned Preſton. Truly they can ſay owr 
* fellowſhip 15 with the Father, and with His Sonne 7eſua Chriſt 
our Friend., And | 

Sixthly, Laſtly, He is their: Shepheard, they His focepe ,, they 

heare Him,and follow Him in all things; And if they are as ſheepe 
without a Shepheard in ſight, They have an eye to ſee their great 


Shepheard,and ayer ſeer of #heir ſaules. He bath undertaken for 
them, to follow them with © Hs; eye #pon them ( where ever they 
* Pfal. 32, 8, Are, ©O deale © well with rem ) and Him they will heare, and 
Jer. 40. 4. Himthey will follow. An bireling they flie from, and with Goats 
they cannot mixe; In.a word, and a plaing word ; They are an 
Prov. 29. 27- abominatian to the wigked, anditbe company of the wicked (viſi- 
bly ſuch) in, Chuxch-Communians is anabhomination unto chem. 
They feed'in cleave Paſtures, upon the daintieft meate provided 
for them; They love to feed together, to lie downe togecher, to 
walke together, for what Communion betwixt light, and.dark- 
oelſe ? Chriſt with Belial? with, che wicked they cannot mixe. 
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E have heard, That the Law of the Relatic» 
of « Miniſter ( for that one containes all tho.c 
dignities, g'ories, titles of honour, His Lord 
nach beſtowed upon him,calling them Angel's, 
His ** pay-Nymphs,or ſpokes-men to wooe and 
gaine the good will of foules cowards Him , © Ambaſſadours,"* Fa- 
thers, ** Stewards, Shepheards, Friends, we hive heard how en- 
gigeing all this is to a Miniſter to peach pure DoQrine, and to 
live an holy life, which they muſt doe, and cannot doe otherwiſe, 
having the Law of their Relation written upon their Hearts. 

Secondly , We have heard alſo how engageing the law of the 
Relation the people ſtand-in to their God in Chriit, is, to them, 
being felt in them, written upon their hearts by the finger of God, 
they cannot but walke ( this /aw conſtraining them ) in the way of 
holineſſe, full-up to that Law, and their Rule. perfe&ly,and with 
a ** right foote, as to their courſe, and way, or waike, though 
through humane frailty , ſome of their ſteps way be our of the 
way. 


Firſt, - 
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VVE come now to the third part of our —_— 
which was to cleare this way of the Holy from th* © 
jections caſt-in even by Miniſters themſelves , as well as by their 
people (in Common account Godly, as their people are) as ſo ma- 
ny /candalls or blocks, to keepe from entrance upon the way , or 
from a comfortable walking on-ward in ic : And :otell our ob- 
ſervation we have made from our eye and eare , this firſt we find 
objected. 

Objett, 1. *It is an vncouth way ; who or how few enquire 
© aſter it, Or tread in it > Not one Miniſter of ten, yet reputed 
* Godly, nor one Man or Woman of twenty. Nay may we not 
** ſay ſcarcely one Miniſter of an hundred, or ten of a thouſand 
* among the commoa people? To this we reply. 

D eAnſ. 
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eA:/. Granting what is ſaid and cannot be denied, for where 
ye heae the Miniſters contradifting, you ſhail heare the people 
blaſphemiag , and this ye and we heare every where. But this 
proves the Holinefle ot the way, becauſe it is ſpuken againſt every 
where, coatradifted and blaſphemed, AR. 13, 45+ 28, 22. The way 
is as Chriſt Himſelfe was, a contemned, fl:ghted perſon, who asked 
a/ter him ?and as the Church is, That walkes in it ( which was 
faid ) * This is Zicn, which xo man asketh after,that is, *vry few. 
But note it in paſſage, they that erquire not after this way, en- 
quire as little after Him, who is the © way, the *© T7ath, ard tlie 
** life , Who points Fis people to this way. leacstheminit, and 
carryes them, as in His hand, to the end of the way , eternal life , 
But this can be no preife to us, nor offence of heart, That the wa 
is.ſo contemned , feeing Chriſt is fo ſlighted, and His Church > 
vilified ; It is good to fare as Chriſt fareth , ard His Church fa» 
reth, The Spirit ſhall have the better cheare , if not at preſent, 
vet 1none;** The way to Heaven is not the wide way of the world, 
* which windeth to the Devill, but it is a ſtraight way, which few 
** walke in, for few walke godly in Chrift eſtes , Holy Braafords 
* words. 
ObjeR. 2. © Obſerve it well, and you ſhall ſee the pooreſt, and 
** meaneſt of a pariſh £9e this wav, and but a ſprinkling of them 
*neither,here one and there one, and yet ſo confident they ſeeme 


* to be of their way, they would have all walke with them calling- 


* chem to their foote. 

Anſ. Indeed'they would (to fpeake to that firſt ) wiſh, as that 
all could propheſie, ſo all were as they are exceptirg their bands, 
fcornes, and reproaches , though theſe they muſt meete with, if 
they will-be godiy. - But they will never yeild vnto any , * That 
this is any other but an holy confidence, and their! zeale for God, 
and love to His people, Tht all were the Lords people. They wiſh 
that they could ſpeake ſo gloriouſly of the Churches of Chriſt 
( we meane as to the numbers of them) as ye ſpeake of your Mon- 
ſtruous Church, ** They are all holy, every one of thern, ard borne 
to Church-priviledges ; But yet they would account it almoſt 
blaſphemy to {ay ſo to them ; Indeed they could wiſh they could 
Ke many wi/e men, and learned men, and rich men walking _ 
with them ; and'yer, though they ſee it not;yet they ſee no cau g 
CL 
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of diſcouragement though. The day is come, which was proplie- 
fied off; The glory of Facub ſhall be made thin, and the fatneſſe of 
'his fleſh ſhall be made leane (we take it we may allude to that Scrip- 
ture, Relating there to a temporall deſolation, which followed ) 
for indeed the wayes of Siox lye deſolate, and in compariſon , fer- 
ſaken ; ** The wayfaring men ceaſe therein, and thoſe few that 
walke therein are counted the verieſt fooles in the world, ( but by 
the fooles of the world, the wicked, and unreaſonable men there ) 
It was faid of old, and it is the ſtumbling block ſtill , which fleſh 
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and blood will never paſſe over, *- Have any of the rulers, or of John 9.42.45 


* the Phariſees Beleeved on Him ? But this people , which khnowerh 
&« nt the Law are curſed ; They were a poore people (till, that ſaw 
their-wants and were oppreſſed with them; who followed Chriſt ; 
Theſe, and no other, except for His Loaves. 

They mult be fooles ( that is, they muſt know their owne wiſ- 
dome to be fooliſhnes; their light darknefle, their ſighe inco hea- 
venly matters, blindneſle;their ftrength weaknes,yea rottenneſſe) 
they mult be fooles,that walke in this way ; *There is,as one faith, 
** a kind of kingdome, which ( of all the corruptions that are in 
* the nature of man ) is the greateſt impediment, and bar unto ſa- 
* ving grace, and fo to the walking in His way ; © The carnal 
mind,or wiſdome of the fleſh ; It cannot endure this way being enmi- 
ty it ſelfe againſt it x for ſuch it is againſt God. '* Thy wiſdome, and 
thy knowledge jt hath perverted b thee ; and it is noted as a wonder, 
*. That a creat —_—_ of the Priefts were obedient to the c faith , 
That the Carnall Miniftery ſhould hearken after theſe things it 
were a wonder. Learned men and wiſe men after the fleſh , theſe 
are** Ly ds they have no need of God, they can live without Him; 
They bid, for the. moſt part, defiance to Him, and His wayes; 
they would rather dye, than be peat-up in ſo ftraight, and narrow 
a path: Indeed theſe Learned men ( men puffed up with their 
Learning, theſe knowing men ( bur yet know nothing as they ought 
ro 1 know, thinking they doe know, and are lifted-up with that 
thought) cheſe wi/e men are as brutiſhly ignorant,as we a brutiſh, 
and fottiſh people are, at theſe two principall points; for how lit- 
tle doe they know abovr ** original and attuall irne which is their 
diſeaſe? and how Itle «#our Chrift, who is their Phyſician ? theſe 
are Mr Burges his words, So then they, that are wiſe, and _ 
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afcer the fleſh, mult ** become footer , that they may be wiſe, and 
raught to unlearne their Learning, as to any Corfidence in that 
* fleſh, before they can /earme Chriſt, and know that they know 
Him, walking in His way. They to whom the Ayſteries of falva- 
tion are revealed mult be © baber. By whom is not meanc thoſe, 
that have no knowledge, or are Children in underſtanding , but 
ſuch as are /owly, and bumble, and weake, comparatively with 0- 
thers, and ſo carry themſelves , as weaned-oxes , yet have their 
underſtandings opened,and have a ſaving knowledge of Him,yho 
is erernall life and their life , And this may ſuffice to remoove that 
block of offence. 

Objett. 3. © The principles of this way are not peaceable , for 
« we ſee what worke they make, and what differences are cauſed 
* between Neighbours and Friends, 

Anſ. We can ſay little to the peaceablenes of this way ; we are 
verily perſwaded{( which was more than once hinted before) fleſh 
and blood will find no peace, nor pleaſure in it. It is a way meſt 
croſle or contrary to one principle at leaft of Infant Baptiſme ; 
And therefore ſeeing that is reported to be a ** peaceable ©* princi» 
ple, this way, and every ſtep in it, ſtanding in the greateſt oppoſi- 
tion to it, as doe the remoteſt extreames, this way can have no 
peace in it, as the world calls peace, nor ſhall they have any peace 
from men, that preach-up this way, and walke init, But we hope 
the way is not the more to be diſliked for this, but the more to be 
liked, and the rather to be choſen, It is condemned of men, it is 
approved of God: and that peaceable principle of Infant Baptiſme 
the more to be loathed. It is a way of holineſle, elſe thoſe people, 
and Miniſters,that have the Law of their Relation written in their 
inward parts, would not walke in it. And Holineſſe we know with 
the way of it, is a meere * contrattion to fleſh, and blood, and a very 
sorment tO it, as fleſh and blood is a very bloody enemy to Hol5- 
yes ; It would perſecute and drive holines out of the world , not 
thinking enough, if ir could helpe it, to drive Holines out of the 
heart, whereat the fleſh is lifting every day, bat conſcience holds 
it, and will not let the © forme of it goe, the power was never there, 
Well ; we grant that no *©prizciple ofthis way,ſo far as we know, 
1s peaceable , It yeilds no peace to the fleſh, bur to the ©* Spirie 
** peact,** peacee: For being an holy or pure way, it muſt needs be 

3k | | | peaceable ; 
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peageable ; firſt © pure, then © peaceable. O it is a peaceable way 
co the Spirit ; It yeelds more peace to the Spirit renewed, in one 
houre, than that ** peaceable principle of Infant Baptiſme can yeild 
the perſon all his life time, Nay, chat peaceable principle is like 
ro end in deſperate ſorrow. 
There is no peace to this peace, to be ſubjeR to the © Prince of 
* peace, the more ſubj:& thou art in thy walke to Him, the more 
® peace (hall be upon thee , The connexion of theſe two is obſer- 
© vable, Of the encreaſe of Hu government, and of His peace, there 
* all be no end; to (hew, ſaith that Saint, on earth, now in Hea- 
« yen, That as His government encreaſeth in mens hearts, and is 
* enlarged,ſo as a man is made more ſubje& to Him ; ſo alſo peace 
« encreaſeth, In choſe, that are moſt ſubje&, there is moſt peace, 


. * and therefore He is called the © Prince of peace, for where He 


**.rules as a Prince, there is that peace, which He as a mighty 
© Prince is able to procure tothem. But He /anderh upon the 
*: ſoule,as an Enemy,and with His ſword makes a Conqueſt there, 
* before He is to thac ſoule a * Prince of peace. 

Objett, 4. © This way cauſeth differences betwixt Neighbours, 
& ts Friends, whereas, obſerve it well , they that walke inthe 
« way of a Nationall Church, both Miniſters , and people, as Mr 
« Fr; ſayes, and we find it to be jult fo, are very well accorded 
* there is no difference between us, 

Axſ. This makes for the way ſtill to be the way of Holines, and 
that other way to be the way of wickedneſſe, becauſe they are all 
( that walke in that broad way ) ſo well agreed and accorded. 
We doe believe, That the verieſt v«r/er in the National Church 
agrees with Mr Hr: Mi Prone and Fobn Timon, and are all three 
al} one as to that DoRrine of free admiſſion, « That all are to be 
<« admitted, even the worſt of all, to the Lords Table, ſo be they 
& ſtand not excommunicated ; Theſe three are in one way, and of 


James 3. 19. 


Dec. Preſton, 


Eph. 5. 9+ 


one judgement , how or herein canchey differ ? I have,ſaid Ly- y,, «fu 1, 
ther, no ſtronger Argument. agioſt the Pope and his havelings bes rebufting 
than this, Thar they are all agreed & platted go_ like thornes Arganentum, 


«* againſt Chriſt, and the offence of the Croſle ceaſeth amongſt 
them, This banding againſt Chriſt, and ( though in other things 
they differ greatly”) all crue Chriſtians, bath accorded deadly ene- 
emies, as Once it did Herod and Plate, for upon the like account 
| they 
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they were made friends rogether, who before were at enmity between 
themſelves, Luke 23. 12. Truely we cannot realy find a more 
peaceable principle, raking inthe durghill of Popiſh ſuperfticions, 
than is this, ** That although the worlt of all,are to have iree Ad- 
* m:{lton co the Lords Tabie. The Minitters of that perlwaſion 
hoid to this, the people love ro have it ſo, what diſagreement ? 
For obſerve; 

Secondly, Thoſe places, and perſons,and their way where their 
Religion is rivited-in by [nfant Baptiſme ; Obſerve it m villages, 
Townes, Cities and ſee how quietly and peaceably they live no 
difference among them in point of Church- Adminiltrations. Then 
againe, obſerve thoſe p'aces, where Religion hath been Rivited-in 
by preaching the Golpell , the pawey of God to ſalvation, and ſee 
what deadly fe:ydes, and devilliſh differences there are there ; oc- 


cafioned by thoſe heliiſh laſts in the hearts of men, which Go-_ 


ſpell-light comes to diſcover, and with a ſword in its hand to (lay, 
and with fire in-its mouth co conſume. | 

We would remember more of Lythers words here alſo ; ** If 
* we were all quiet, and lived at peace one with- another, while 
© yet welive in- our firines, It is a ſure ſigne the Goſpel is-not 
© come unto us ; or it be come it hath made no conquelt over us : 
© it hath not throwne fire amengſt us, we have nor felt it ** car- 
* ring like a ſword , making *© diviſion betwixt us, and our jults ; 
© for how well accorded, and like Friends doe we- live, while 
*< Friends, and well accorded with our luſts ?*© Truly, ſaid Lather, 
*unles I ſhould fee what I doe ſee, and heare what I doe heare, 
*- word; Ike ſwords drawne out againſt God, and' all good men, 
**troubles, and tumults, and diviſions, I ſhould not beleeve the 
©* Goſpell co be in the world, for it brings a ſword wich it where 
ever itcomes, and cauſeth ** D3viſon ; As we have read from our 
Lords own mouth, and ſo have weheard.; and ſeene. Ic is notable 
if we can obſerve it»-That the people of God were never vexed 
with more, and more ftrange-adverſities. or grievances to the 
fleſh, than at that time-when the Lord Chriſt lived amongſ chem ; 
when were there more /capers, palfied men and womes, lunctichs , 
and men poſſeſſed with Devilts ? ſo uſually it is with our Spirits, 
when Chriſt Jeſus our Lord lives within us ; for He brings a ſword, 
and maketh Diviſion there ; before He cftabliſheth peace in our 
borders. We proceed-on here. Tell 
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Teſlf as we pray you what difference have you obſerved, for we 
doubt nor, bue you have made your obſcreation in the place 
where you were borne, betwixt Paltor and people there; or in any 
other place, where yuu hive made your oblervarion, and-chere is 
like Prirft+ like perple. as the one 1s, ſuch like are the other , and a 
Juit agreement bet vixt them ; for indeed what ſhould make diffe- 
rence here tn tais broad way of che Nation 2 The whole Nauon 
is Baptized: and every perſon there ; and now Religion is Riv.ted 
mo them by their Infant Bapriſme. and thereby chey arein(tared 
in, and poſſeſſed of all Charch- priviledges, for t'1zt is the © peace- 
able © principle thereof. Certainly thoſe make- bates, the Spirit of 
the world without . and that uncleane Spirit of man within will 
cauſe no difference there : They all goe-up to their meeting 
; place, as friends, then up tothe Lords Table, as Beleevers, Diſci- 
” ples, Saints, and inthe After-noone to- the Ale-houle, if they 
pleaſe their ſhnrch will paſſe no cenſ#re- upon them, what d:fe- 
" rencecan behere? for Aske them now, what they wou'd have 
— more to make peace amonglt them, and to take away all differer- 
ces > Their Minifter will give it co them, having inluiged them ſo 
much, if they can tel{ what they would have more, as to Church 
Adminiſtrations ; We te't our perſwation , That Sitin himſele, 
as £0 their Church matters, delires no more, and he feexes their 
* peace lo far, that he will not d:{quier them, and therefore he will 
not-yiſibly appeare among them, though he istheirGod,& Prince 
* by choice and the heal of their company, amongſt whom there is ſo 
3} fullaconſent, and no difference ac all. Toſhut up this, The way 
; ef rh: h:ly, wherein Chriſt walketh with chem, or in them, as they 
in Him, is as different from the way wherein the «zcleaxe walte, 
as their pzrſon; are, ſo they looke- not to the differences ; They 
are nocanſe, bur an occafion ofic 3: They follow peace with all mer, a Every. m1 
and ( givins a juſt offence to no man ) *” belines, with:ut which'no ſhou14 lay, 
man ſhall ſce Ge. Wee will take in here worthy Mr Muntons TO accalion, 
words. * A'l true peice, and [weer agreement, is fourded in pari- Io _ 
*ry, and halines, which meekneth ſpirits ; And the pureſt, and v,, oy ws h 
©* ſweeteſt agreement is in the truth, Firlt there is” apare /an- Heb, 12. 14, 
* o#age, and then one /b11/der, Zeph. 3. 9. One faich is urged by 
© the Apoſtle, as the ground of union, Eph. 4. He will bring it-r0 
© that atlength ; The world looketh at purity as the ” make-bace, 
*-bur 
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* but it is the great recoxciler, The world would have ftirres end- 
« ed, they would have no d:fterence in Church matters , neither 
* would they have holines ; So in thoſe matters they muſt ke well 
<« accorded amongſt themiclves. But the counſell is ſeaſonable, 
* * E[ave ſalt in your ſelves, and peace one with another Mark 9.50. 
« Do&rine mult be kept wholeſome, and Truth retaine its ſa- 
& your, and acrimony, and then looke after Agreement. 

Certainly where God hath put enmity between thoſe, there will 
be a difference whileſt the world ſtands ; what a difference ? what 
a war ? what a contention? what a bloody field is fought within 
the boſorme of ſome Godly perſons at all times? If not of every 
Godly perſon ſometimes? ” The fleſh fighting againſt che Spirit, 
the Spirit againſt cbe fleſh, for theſe two are contrary; " The car- 
nall mind 1s enmity againſt God, for it is not ſubjet to the Law of 
Ged, neither indeed © can be, "You may as well perſwade darkneſs 
* to ſhine, as the fleſhly mind to ohey, and be at peace with the 
* ſpirit of the mind renewed. When al! Gifferences are accorded, 
betwixt righteouſnes, and unrighteouſnes ; Truth and falſhood, 
ſo as theſe may kifle, and embrace each other , When Chriſt, and 
Belial, Earthly Adam, and ſpiritual] Adm when theſe ſhall meet 
and comply each with other ; Then ſhall the broad way, and the 
narrow be accorded too, and no difference between the walkers 
therein. There is no more ſure ſigne of an” holy way, than that 
the #»holy differ from it, come not neare it, turne their backe up- 
on it, and.” paſſe away as they ſhould doe from ſinne, turne from 
it as an abhomination. = 

That is an ” holy way ſure ; whereto the wicked ſtand fo croſle, 
and contrary. Let our ſoules chooſe, and delight in the choice of 
that way, which is an abhorring to the fleſh. 

Objett. 5. © Yea, but they That pretend to this * holy way, and 
* to walke init, mike it but a pretence ſure ; They are quite out 
** of the way ; for obſerve how ſupercilious they are, and cenſori- 
** ous, they paſſe by others with a kind of ſcorne , bidding them 
© as they bid, ” #4nd by, come not neare us, for we are holzer, 
** than you. 

Anſ. To this we will fay, this firſt ; That looke what a mas xs 
in bring he is in working ; the meaning is, If his being is in Chriſt, 
his walke isin Chrift ; If he be out of Chriſt , he is without God 
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inthe world, and his walke is after the fleſs, and according to the 
world moſt contrary to Holines. 
But for this holy man, that walks in the wayes of holines; In 
defire and endeavour his converſation is moſt exaR, ard pure ; 
And of any ſin, though he cannor fay he is free from any, yec he 
can ſay his ſoule abhorres the leaſt lighting , much. more the 
ſcorning of any, be he or ſhe never ſo bad , Oh no,chey that con- 
verſe with him are his witneſſes, and God al(o, that he is ſo farre 
from ſcorning, or [lighting of others, that he is more enclined to 
mourning, than to ſcorning ; he can moutrne over the Contrary 
minded, and, if he might be ſuffered, he would rep-oove them for 
their contrary walking, ” even weeping, letting as many teares fall 
from his eyes.as words from his mouth ; or when his eyes are dry 
his heart mournes, or he wiſheth it might be ſo; * And groanes 
from the heart, are as acceptable as teares from the eyes as was ſaid : 
periſhing for ever is ſuch a mournefull, dreadfull ching to his os...” 
thoughts ; He conſiders withall, *” who made the difference ? and 
what hath he , that he kath not received? then why ſhould he 
lory either in himſelfe, or over others? No he that walks hum. 
ly with his God, cannot walke proudly before others ; he is 
meeke, and gentle towards all, waiting when Ged will give repex= 
fAnce. 
There is one conſideration, and rwo Scriptures amongſt many, 
which the good Spirit hath brought home unco this man, and ſea- 
led upon his heart , whence it is he waſkes bumbly,loathing him- 
ſelfe, and admiring free grace. 
The Conſideration is , That all the Sonnes of Adam by nature My, Brinſts, 
* are,as one faith, [ihe ſo Many carkaſes buried togerher in the ſame 
* Church-yard, or lying together in the ſame Golgotha, or Calvery, 
© the ſame Charxelt houſe. Now this man, ſuppoſe it fo , hath Joh. 5. 25.. 
heard the voice of the Son of God in the Miniſtry of the Goſpell, 
and now he is riſen from the dead, for Chriſt hath given himſelfe ; Eph, 5. 14, 
Surely he hath no cauſe of g'orying over tus brother,that may lye 
Rill rotting in that grave, bur infiuite cauſe hath he of g/orying in 
hi God all the day long, who bath made [arh a diff rence, "even be- 
it pleaſed Him; whereas, as to outward accompliſhments, 
naturall endowmerts, his brother might be like a flouriſhing 
Bay-tree, and he a poore ſhta\b,or bramble-baſo ; His pride were Ecclel, 4. 14 
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intolferable, that out of a ” priſon comerh to reigne , or Of a deſpi= 
cable wretch, is new become *®' Prince is all Lands; This is the 
humbling conſideration, He hath regarded the low eſtate of His 
handmaiden ; ** The well minding an oppreſſing Egypr , and an 
* bowling wilderces, will keepe the heart very low in Canaan. 

The <criptures are theſe, ** And ſuch were ſome of yow, 1 Cor.G6. 
11, Obſerve we well what ſome of them were : © Speake evill of 
nov man, be no brawlers, bur gentle, ſhewing a/! meckxeſſe nnto all 
men : why? ”* for we our ſelves alſo were &c, Tt. 3. 2,3. Wee 
thought it fit co be the longer here ( though indeed we haſten to 
an end ) becauſe we find good Mr Baxter after his manner, deal- 
ing not fo kindiy, as became him with the people of God, at this 
point, and in theſe words ; ** I confeſte I have no great zeale to 
* {hut Chriſt out of all other Societies, and coope Him up to the 
* Congregations of theſe few, that ſay to all the reſt of the Chur- 
* ches ttand by, we are more holy than you. Theſe words are in 
his Preface to Mr Horchks his Treatiſe of forgivenes of ſins , where 
they ſpeak very worthily each of other ; He dips his pen in the 
ſame gall writing to the Separariſts, and _—_— in England ; 

* The Phariſees liturgie is of too frequent uſe 1n the ſeparated 
Congregations [_[ thanke T hee (O God) that 1 am not, as other men 
are &c. nor even 45/this Publican ] Thus he ſpeaks wor making 4 

difference. It might be cafily ſhewen here, That this good man 
frequently wounds the moſt eminent Men among us for /earning 
and pierie, through the ſides of Separariſts, Anabapriſts, and Anti 
nomians —— Burt we proceed, 

ObjeFt. 6. Itis ſaid, This way of the Hely u a cloyſtered way. 

Anſ. We ſay that reaſonably this cannot be faid againſt it. 

For how doth it appeare ? They can ſay here much after the 
words their Lord and Maſter ſpake, ; ** 7 ever taught in the Syna* 

gogues, and in the Temple, whither the Jewes alwayes reſort, and in 

* ſecret have ſaid nothing ? We may, we hope give-incurious Ful- 
ter; his gloſs upon this ( we meane in point of expreſſing himſelfe 

by his pen ) © underſtand Him , that He never wilfully affeted 

«* Conventicles, is aſhamed of his doQtrine, or willingly declined 

* the Temple , when afforded convenient entrance thereunto ; 

* otherwiſe He taught alſo on the Mount; in the Ship, in Sypa- 

« 50pues, in private houſes. The Godly Miniſters may ſay _ 
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the fame , They preach in the publique place, on the ſtated day , 
and it grieveth them to ſee how thin their Congregations are, 
yet when they are thinneſt , and they have feweſt hearers, even 
then they know their Lord hath ſexer, Though irdeed the p:0- 
p:e come more willingly to the publique place, for they Idol.ze 
places ſtill, as they doe their duties and their ſins, very ſuperſi4- 
tious that way ; they chooſe to pray, and to heare chiefly in the 
publique place , what they doe in the c/;/er , God knowes; It 
ſeemes bur lictle, or to |:ttle purpoſe, by that they doe in point of 
prayer in the open place, and in poirt of praftiſe at home, and 
abroad, which is with mot as contrary to the Rule of Gods word, 
as if they never heard a Sermon, or the word of /ife preached unto 
them : Burt we were ſaying, tliey doe not cloyiter up themſelves, 
nor their DoErines, They are not, as a ' Candle under a buſhell, 
but on a Candle-ſticke, and ” /o would give light to all that are in 
the houſe. Tf they ſpeake in a private place, as ordinarily they doe, 
and muſt ſo doe, come-in to beare, as many as will, the more the 
more welcome. They make a ſeparation no where , but at the 
Fent ( as they may ſee cauſe and warrant from the beſt, and beſt 
learned, Calvin, Perkins, Ameſins ) and the Lords Table, there 
they depart from the world. And there they have as cleare a war- 
rant to doe it : wiz: to keepe Dogs from taking holy things , as 
they have for ſtaving off a Dog from flying in their faces,or from 
leaping-up their Table. 

” Tow will ſay what ? before the Church hath paſſed their Cen- 
ſure on them, and declared them to be Dogs ? 

It was faid before , Chriſt will neither wait the leyfure of the 
State nor of your Church , He hath given power into His Mini- 
ſters hand to doe if rot more, yet as much as that, To keepe the 
wicked from communicating in holy chings; The manner of God- 
ly Miniſters in ancient times, as auncient Records tell you ; ſurely 


event in theſe matters it may be ſaid as we read ;” The Remnant of Mich, 5+ 


Pacob ſhall be in the midſt of many people, as a dew from the Lord, 
as the ſhowers npen the graſſe, that tarryeth not for man , nor wait= 
eth for the ſens of men ; {0 we have corclud2d, That godly Miniſters 
have as ſure a warrant to keepe out dogs and ſwine from commu- 
nicating in holy things, as any man hath,from keeping a dog from 
Aying in his face, ora ſwine fromentri 1g his cloſer; 1nd if Le m_ 
E 2 , the 
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the power of this Relation upon his heart , he will find power e- 
nough in his hand intruſted there by his Lord and Maſter Hime 
ſelfe ſo-to doe ; and not to waite the State or' Charches leyſure, 
what they will doe : Their Lord hath given them a key, and they 
muſt give it their hand ; He power to them, they muſt put it forth 
for them, and if not here at the Lords Table, then no where, the 
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come to that,which the great Devider,that Selah» 
Hammaleketh, if we may expreſs it ſo, that rock of 
Diviſions betwixt perſon and perſon, people and 
{| people. Thus it is objeRted ; 

mf 2 0bjett. 7. © The people of God, as they call them» 
& ſelves, make a ſeparation from others, theſe ſhall not come to 
* them, they will not come to theſe. 

We will heare what two ready Scribes, well inſtru&ed both unto 
the kingdome of heaven, bave ſaid to this Dividing thing we call 
ſeperation. We will ſet downe what that boly and learned man 
faith, who ſpeakes much in a little , contraRipg, as we may ſay, 
the ſpirits of a point into a few words, which are theſe ; * Seperas : 
* tion generally heares ill in the world , and yet;there is a /epera+ 
«© :;0p ſuitable to the mind of God: He that will not ſeperace 
* from the world and falſe worſhip, is a ſeperate from Chriſt. 
4 Now the ſeperation here commanded from any perſon, is not 
* in reſpe& of naturall affe&tions, nor ſpirituall care of the good 
** of their ſoules, Rem. 9, 3. Nor yet in reſpe& of Duties of Re- 
lation, 1 Cor. 7. 13. Nor yet in offices of love and Civill con» 
* verſe, 1 Cor. 5. 10. 1Theſ. 4. 12. Much leſs in not ſeeking 
* their good and proſperity, 1 75m. 2. 1. or not communicatin 
« 500d things unto them, Gal. 6. 10. or living profitably an 
«* peaceably with them, Row 12. 18. But in ( 1 ) Manner of 
* walking and converſation, Roms. 12, 2. Eph. 4. 17, 18, 19. 
* (2. ) Delightfull converſe and familiarity, where enmitie and 
« oppoſition appeares, Eph. 5. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11.( 3) In 
&« way of worſhip and ordinances of fellowſhip, Rev.18. 4. on 
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« three, andthe like commands and diſcoveries of God are myſt 
& expreſs, Neceſſity abundantly urgeth ir, ſpirituall profit, and 
« edification no leſs requires it. Cauſeth ſeperation from eſta- 
« bliſhed Churches, walking accorcing to th' order of the Goſpel 
« (though perhaps tailing in the practiſe of ſore things of ſmall 
&« concernment ) is no ſmall fin : but ſeperation from the ſinfull 
« practiſes, and diſorderly walkings,and falſe unwarranted wayes 
« of worſhipin any, is £0 fullfill che precept of not parreking in 
« ther mens ſins. To delight in the company, fellowſhip, locie- 
« tie, and converſe of unſavoury diſorderly perſons, proclaimes 
« a ſpirit not endeared to Chrift. So far that Holy and learned 
** man. 

We will make bold alſo to ſubjoyne worthy Mc Ant: Palmers 
words, which are theſe in the ſecond part of his Anſwer to Mr Hs: 
objeRion againſt /eperation from the wicked, unleſs in caſe of ex- 
communication. 

* What if a Congregation be ſo leavened with Cuſtomary ig- 
«* norance, and profaneneſs, and ſcoffing at Holineſs ( asit is too 
< too eaſie to find ſuch , nay where may one find berter-in the- 
* (tate they are now-in ) and a godly preacher comes to this peo- 
*: ple, and a few Godly own him , Muſt th's preacher and thoſe 
* few Godly be enforced to communicate with tuch 2 ( after due 
* meanes uſed for the inſtruction of thereſt ) or may they not 
* withdraw from the reſt who are {coffers at Godlineſs? ſure we 
* beleeve God'and Angels and Saints will juſtifie ſuch a ſeperati- - 
<« on in this ordinance, and to draw into a clofſer communion to 
** praiſe Diſcipline among themſelves, ſpecially while ſuch a 
* Congregation was never orderly united, and joyned, together 
« by a free ſub-niſſion to the Goſpel, having in moſt places never 
* enjoyed.it in the power of it ; which Conſideration indeed, 
« wipes off many objections. So far that worthy man. 

Truely, Reader, thou haſt the very marrow, and ſubſtance of 
the whole macter already, Yet becauſe we have made it our very 
work and buſineſs in this place co remove the ſcandalls in the way 
to this /eperation, and che offencestaken againſt ig, and withall to 
ſpeak tothe underſtanding ot the fimple,as we our ſelves are ſlow 
and dull to concetve'; we:take leave to proceed according to our 
propoſed Method, and this we-would ſay firſt, < 
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Firſt; We take ic from Holy Writ, That this muſt be , there 
nvit be a ” leperacion, For as holy Bradford ſaid, "There are bur 
*-ewo Maſters; Chriſt and Satan ; Two kinds of people, righteous 
* and wicked ; Two wayes, the way of Helizes, and che way of 
* wick-dnes ; Two manſion places, heaven and hell; Now it is not 
poſlid e co ſerve both theſe Maſters ; If you joyne to one, you ſe- 
perace ifom the other : And as impoſlible for the one, and the 
ſame perſon to be holy, and unholy ar the ſ:me time,as it is to be 
in art extreate heate, and in an extreame cold at one, and the ſame 
time ; As impoſlible to have our foote ſtand in both theſe wayes, 
as it is for one foote to tread Eaftward,and the other Welt ; or to 
fixe one eye 0n heaven, and the other on earch. Impoſlible alſo 
chat we ſhould arrive at heaven', when we faile with winde and 
tide hell-ward, as that one ard the fame way ſhould lead us to 
rwo d.ffe.ent and contrary Manſion places. 

Hence then it mult needs follow (to. goe over this againe ) that 
here muſt of neceſlicy be a ” /eperation. They that will with ful 
parpoſe of heart ſerve their great Maſter the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
mult rurne their backes upon them, that will ſerve the other Ma- 
- ſer; And ſeperate from them, as to any familiarity , or intimacie 
wich them. They that are reſolved at this high point, they ” will 
be boly, they have nora velliery, a faint wiſh, or co!d defire, but 
they will be holy,and walke holily , As the men of the world fay, 


* they will be rich, come on it what "will, they will be rich,though . 


they make ſoipwrack of fuith ( the profeſſion of faith ) and of a good 
Conſcience what care they, they will be rich, though they pierce 
themſelves therough with many ſorrowes , The others ſay, as reſo- 
lutely coo, with the helpe of God, and bleſſing upon the meanes, 
they will be Hily , Theſe now muſt make a ſeparation from the 0- 
ther. They cannot be holy, and unholy together , It is ſaid thar 
ſeldome it is, that the inward and outward man profper rogether, 
ſuch an enemy walketh and 'proſperity is ro the-ſoules weale. 
Bur cercaine it is, hotines, and unholines are ſo far from thriving 
twpether, that theſe would come no nearer together,than the Eaſt 
c-mes to the Welk ;Vhzrefore the-holy, and -onholy: muſt part, 
ard ſepa:ace, as their wayes-muſt' par: ; and when rhep/come to 
che end of their way, then there mtft be anverlaſtirg ſeparation, 
and as far, as teaven is' from hell thofe ſo'feparzted manfian pla- 
ces. In the ſecond place, Se- 


| 
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Secondly, Gods p:ople muſt ſeperate, for [Je harh as marr ai- 
lonſly ſeparated them, His grations Saints, as He did between the 
l[raclites, and Egyprians : Now, how unworthy had it been, and 
unbecoming, for the //raclites to have mixed themſelves with che 
Egyptians ?* I will dwell in them, and walks in them, and 1 will 
be their God, and they ſhall be My people ;, * Wherefore come our from 
ammy them, and be ye feparate ſaith the Lord, and tonch nut the 
nacleane thins, and I will recerve you ; and will be a Fath-r 1:n.o 
you, and ye ſhall be my ſons and daughters ſanth the Ld Almighty. 
As if the Lord had ſaid, not elſe , If ye expe I ſhould walke wich 
you, ye muſt walke as is comely for ſons,and daughters,chat looke 
to have that ſweet and comfortable preſence of God with them. 
If ye walke with the world, and as the world doe, that is famil:- 
arly, and not having buiſines with them, nor with an intent to 
doe good unto them ; If ye will walke with them, will not walke 
with you faith the Lord. If ye will not ſeparate from them , Ile 
ſeparate from you, and ” woe wnto yow, when I depart from yor. 
It is, as if a man ſhould be converſing with ſome nafty polured 
Creature, while He is talking with che greateſt Prince on earch, 
or as if a Bridegroome to ſome great Princefſe, ſhould be court- 
ing of a {trumpet before his Ladies face ; whence we conchude, 
That there is as good a warrant for Miniſters and people, that 
know the law of their Relations, to /eperate from the Nationall 
Church, as they have to ſeperate from the world, and f.om Baby 
lon ; God will have it fo ; If 1/&mael fall a mocking, out with him, 
faith che Lord, Gey. 21. 9, 12. If they will /eperare ffom Me, 

_ ye from them. Gods people will doe as their Lord bids 
them. 

Thirdly , We ſay that Godly Miniſters, and their pzople can- 
not be ſaid ſo much ro make « ſeparation from the wicked,as theſe 
from them ; The wicked will have no communion with godly 
Miniſters or people , unleſfſe at the Lords Table, 0: at a feaſt of 
wine, and ſtrong drinke, we meane, where the fleſh is feaſted , no 
where elſe, they abhorre all other communions. You muſt com- 
municate with them in fin, elſe they will have no Communion 
with you ; The world loves to Converſe with whom they love, 
their owne ; And ſhould not they, that are choſen out of the world 
love to-doe ſo roo? The Godly need not ſeparate from the wick- 
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ed, theſe will ſeparate from them , Theſe can endure holy Com- 
pany no more, than they can endure Helineſſe, which they bave 
perſecuted out of their houſe, and would perſecute it out of the 
world ; And ſhould theſe be admitted to partake of holy things, 
who perlecute holines, and will Communicate with you no where 
elſe, but at the Lords Table? and if not there, no where, And why 
ſo willingly, and chearefully there ? to ſpeake that by the way. 

Holy Bradford gives you , we thinke, the Reaſon of that, 
wherefore your people are ſo ready to Communicate with you at 
the Lords Table ? onely what he ſpake of the *© Maſſe, we may 
ſpeak of the Lords Supper ( as to that we are ſpeaking off, and 
contending againg ) © The Maſſe will net bite the people, nor make 
© them to bluſh, © Nor will this :acrament of the body and blood 
© of Chriſt, but the word preached will doe it, ifit be heard, and 
© obeyed, it will bite, and make us bluſh, it will cut like a ſword, 
< and burne like fire, it will rorment the fleſh, therefore the wicked 
* will not come at it, if it be not a coor hleſſe preaching ; but if it bite 
they will bite the preacher, at leaſt ſnarle upon him, ſhewing their 
teeth, or turning their backes upon the word , but ſetting their 
faces to the Lords Table, thicher they will haſten, there being no- 
thing ( now that the word preached hath not done its worke )thar 
can trouble them, or make them aſhamed, ** They may come De- 
wills to it, and goe home Devills, for no man ** finds fault, ſaid that 
Bleſſed man , The wicked converſe with none but thoſe, that are 
like themſelves; ye ſhall find them ſtill p/arred rogerher bike rhornes, 
ſurely is,gives a great leſſon to the godly, tells what they ſhould 
doe — but we proceed, And 

Fourthly , Take leave to tell you our perſwaſion, that if the 
Miniſters ſhall make no difference here between the pretiows , and 
the vile, but deale forth to the one, as to the other at the Lords 
Table, the godly in Chriff [o, all the truly godly all over the 
Nation will be gleaned forth from them , ſhortly, they ſhall not 


have one among them to Communicate with them, For if, as is 
recorded of 7ohy, ** he would not come unto the © Bath where 
© Cerinthus was, that Blaſphemer ; Can we thinke that the godly 
* in Chriſt Jeſus truely and indeed ſuch will Communicate among 
* you, who admit as vile, loathſome, and abhominable perſons as. 
Cerinthus was, for you admitt all, if wot RIDES: will 
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fhatt up this with a Complairt we have read,or heard off: *where 
*15 now the zecale of former times? the Communion of Saints 2 
« the heating and whetting of one another by mutuall exhorca- 
© tions? where is the boldnes for the Lord ? we have the light of 
* thoſe times muctrencreaſed , but the heate much abated ; their 
* light was burning, ours but ſhineing at the moſt , and for the 


* molt part ; 1gnw, qu5 in ills calidus in nib#s lncidus tantumo, 
Fifthly , In the fifth place, and to ſpeak that more fully our, 


which was hinted before in the ſecond Paragraph, They that work 


righreouſueſſe can no more ( upon choice ) mixe with rhe workers 
of iniquitie, chan they can mix with their works. For their Lord, 
having /er apart ( marveiloully ſeperated, or made wonderfull ) 
him, that is Godly for Himſelfe, bath given to this ſeperated per- 
ſon a principle of His own, even His own Spirit, to enable him to 
ſet apart, that is, to conſecrate, dedecate, devote or farRifie him- 
ſelfe, and his All ro God ; To live all the dayes of his life as a 
ſfanRified or /equeſtred perſon to God, and His ſervice, and from 
wicked wayes and companies, Be ye ſeperate, and touch no uncleane 
thing, 2 Cor.6. 16. God by His Spirit and Word, hath made them 
like Himſelfe perfeft and Holy in their degree and meaſure, as He 
is perfett and Holy above all meaſure. Theſe people are by way 
of ſimilitude, likeneſle, or reſemblance, the' mage of 'Ged being 
renewed; and ſtamped tþon them, as their God is, therefore they 
cary themſelves God-like ; Godlineſſe being nothing elſe but a God- 
likeneſſe , $0 thar as it is ſaid, T here « none like unto the Gad of Fe- 
{urun : (oallo is it ſaid in the ſame place; #/ho # like unto Thee O 
people ſaved by the Lord ? T here us none like Thee, O Lord God, faith 
David. Tt followes , What Nation is like Thy people, even liks 
Iſrael ? Arid hence ir muſt follow , as ſo/es faith, ſpeaking of 
Gods people, So hall we be ſeperated, Iand Thy people, from all 
the people that are «pon the earth; and, they ſhall dwell alone, and 
ſhall not be reckoned among the Nations. The ſumme is this, They 
that are made hike God,they cannor, upon choice, familiarly con- 
verſe with, arid delight-in the company ofthe wicked ;'A feperate 
neopte,whom'the wicked-one ſhajl not touch, muſt couch wo, un- 
cleant thing, * - e Fr | FRY 
Sixthly, Inthe laſt place, we would remeniber,pohac rwoper- 
ſons ſaid tm their Conteſt for the Truth, and aga.alt the oppoſers 
21400 F thereof, 
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thereof, and apply it to our ſelves; ” Though, ſaid he, 7 cannot 
diſpute, yet I can dye for the Truth, The other , chiwgh, ſaid he, / 
s4nnos unfold Popiſh Argrments, yet I have two maine grounds up- 
on which 1 can ſtand, and bid defiance to Popery, to the Pope, his 
Jeſuits, and all che Papifts in the world, ” Equivecation, and the 
Powder-plott : So, though we can doe little by way of Argument 
pre, Or cow, as they ſay, yet we have-two gruunds upon which we 
ſtand refolved to bid defiance to Church Communions with thoſe 
that ground all they doe, as to thoſe fig»eive, and ſealing ordi- 
nances, or Goſpell Adminiſtrations upon the Principles of Infant 
Baprifme onely ; ( 1 ) The firſt ground is , They have no Argu- 
ment ( that ever we could meete with ) but from fleſh, or fleſhly 
reaſon to draw us to it, or perfwade to a likeing of it : *Now fleſh 
* is not onely a foole, but folly it ſelfe ; not to be owred, but killed, 
* nor ſtirred up, but worrsfied ; as that excellently Learned man 
* ſaich; And carnall Reaſon, as it is the great 1dol of corrupe 
* hearts, ſo it is the feirceſt enemie of God, and His grace. 

2. The troe Church is Chriſts Bride,or Spouſe, your Church is not 
the Bride of Chriſt, for would the Miniſters of your Church pro. 
ſtitute her to — we will ſay no more, though if we ſhould ſpeake 
it-ont it would be much the ſame, which holy Bradford ſpake a- 
gainſt the Pope, and his Prieſts in his Letter to the T/noverſfity, and 
Towne of Cambridge , © Can the Pope, and his Pralates meane ho- 
* neftly, which make ſo much of the wife, and ſo lietle of the huſ- 
* band? The Church they mapnifie, but Chrift they contemne, 
«* if this Church were an koneRt woman ( that is Chriſts wife ) ex- 
* cept they world make much of the Husband Chriſt , and His 
* Word. ſhe would not be made much of them,” and admic they 
know not what, or whom into His Chamber of preſence. 
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d now we thinke we have the hardeſt worke behind 
to make a ſweet andcordiall cloſe with tbe Truth, and 
one with the other, and all in Chriſt ; yet why ſhould 
this be an hard thing, if we can approove our ſelves ; 


( we take the boldnes to ranke our ſelves with you, ſo inferiaur 
| though 
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though we be ) lovers of peace, and truth, and Friends to Righte- 
ouſneſſe, how can we be Adverfaries?-not to ſay,enemies unto one 
another ? We would have our Lord Chriſt call us Friends , and 
deale tenderly with us, we muſt then more than ſhew our ſelves 
friends, and accordingly deale one with another ; we muſt deale 
faithfully. So deale with us, we pray you, as you may ſee cauſe , 
Reproove us, rebuke us, we ſha! take it as a great favour, as an 
excellent oyle from you, which ſhall not breake the Head, as a 
fruit of your love cheifly, as the caſe may be, ſhewen in Rebukes, 
though yet we thinke it not comely to returne love for love, cor- 
ſidering the lownes, and meanneſle of our perſons ; yet we ſhould 
faile in our Duties, and Chriſtian offices we owe to each other, 
if we ſhould not tell you our feare at leaſt,that the Lord our God 
hath a quarrell with you , give us leave Deare, and Honoured Sirs 
co tell-out our feare, and what makes us to feare. 
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E thinke Heldegardi her prophefie lookes very wiſtly 
vV towards you, as bended againſt you. *The Maſters like- 
« wiſe, and Prelates doe ſleepe, deſpiling juſtice, and laying it a- 
« fide. A little after, ina certaine viſion, the Church appeared to 
<« her in the ſhape of a woman complaining, That the Prieſts had 
* bewraycd her face with duſt, and rent her coate, and that. they 
* did not ſhine over the people , neither in Doctrine, neither in 
* example of life ; And for theſe horrible crimes and impieties, 
® ſhe threatneth and propheſieth unto chem Gods moſt heavy 
* wrath, ard dolefull puniſhments. 

This propheſie ſhall be to them that hate the Lord, and the in- 
terpretation thereof to His, and our enemies; That ye may not 
be found in the Number of theſe, nor be dealt with according to 
their meaſures, as theſe ſhall be dealt withall, we. take the bold- 
nes to Commend unto you certaine heads of Conſideration. 

Firſt, That the day is haftning when your worke ſhall be made 
manifeſt, and tryed as ** by fire ; Ye ſhould feare at the thonghts 
of the judgements, which is written, and ſhall certainly fall upon 
thoſe, who have polluted His SanQuary, done violence to the law 
of His Houſe, © That none ”* — uncleant in any thing ſhould 
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exter in there. Ye have ſuffered perſons ot ſeparated from their fil- 
thines to eate ard drinke in His holy place, Ye will not bring 
ſwine into your Hall, yer you will bring them into yeur Lords 
chiefeſt roome, He hath vittble upon this eart'1.Ye may beare rule 


fer a rime by theſe meaxes, the pecple © loving to bave it {o, To have 


ther N:fty perſons and uncleane courſes dawbed , pailiated , and 


\u5 covered over with plauſibi2 names, and glorious tit!es ; But what 


will ye, and they doe in the cx:7 thereof), when He ſhall be wery jealous 

Secord'y, Be pleaſed to Confider, ani! ſhew your ſelves men, 
The Lo:d God of Hoſts, beholding rhe Seas of blood, and rivers 
of Teares, and hearing the cryes, tiglies, and groane3 of all His 
dftitnre, prore, and needy cones inthe three Nations, and all over 
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the wor:d hath rode zpun the "heavens to the Helpe of His Charch, 
ard i» His” Excellexcy on the skie, that is, He hath helped His 
Church ſpeedily, and ſhewed His ſtate, and magnificerce , when 
He came fo to helpe her, making His Arme bare of fleſh, bringing 
His people © hitherto out of their Egypr : made H:s mighty ones 
tread upon the waters,paſle over mighty floods; leape over walls ; 
$kip over mountaines ; breake bowes of ſteele, and barres of Iron ; 
ſer their feete upon the neckes of their Enemies ; * Bind, * deſtroy 
them, whoſe height was like the height of the Cedars , and were as 
ſtrong, and as well rated, as the Oakes, *yet,deftroy their frutte from 
abve,and their rote from beneath;and it was done ; The Lord gave 
His ſervants** Deminion over the mighty ſo as His Warriours might 
ſay, * O my ſoule, thou haſt trede downe ſtrength. And all this in 
order to an [wperiors Refermaticn anon, which will not leave an 
h:ofe behind : and can onely anſwer the defires of the faithfull 
( who cannot be content with an halfe reformation, no more than 
with an halfe Chriſt ) And ſhall certainly be, even full-up to,their 
deſire, fo ſoone as He hath by His Spirit, and Word prepared 
them for it, who hath ſaid, * He will pive them © an expeted end. 
But now ſee what all is come to, if the people of God ſhould be 
at your allowance ? They ſhould have a Reformation, which is a 
very deformation, Beareing onely upon the ** Principles of Infant 
Baptiſme. From this Reformation ; though ye make the beſt of 
it,,the Lord deliver us, ſay all the godly people all over the Land. 


It may ferye your Church well enough : But is as contrary to the 
; | Church 
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Church of Chriſt, as Garknes is to light, hell is to hezven. And to 
Arc{t your thoughts here, we will offer this more to your Conſi- 
dcration. 

Thirdly, Be pleaſed to Cornſid-r 


bd 


Tiat the Lord hath Cone 


for His people in theſe dayes, as once He did: Ee cave E wht for. 1 


their Ranſume, Ethi:pit,and Seba for 1: my title Cone n "= 
He hath given men for His Church, 2:4 peopie fir her Life ; may we 
not conclude of theſe things in the langurg- ofthe Propliec, nb 
hath hcara ſuch a thing ? who hath ſeene ſuth a thing ? iſ1, C6. 3, 
Surely we may ſay, as AMcſes to I/raet, © H c 
and tahe Him a nation by Temptations, by ſigns, and by wonders, 
aud by war, and by a mi;hty hand, and ly a ſtretched Arme, and by 
great terrgyrs According to all that the Lerd ur God doth for ts in 
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England before our eyes ; TO take aNation out of the mivit 0” a 


Nation is our caſe ; A Church out of a Cliurch we lad almuil [cid 
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but there ſome would be angry. If £», /::d, finding ( a5now it 


doth ) her chilcren ſtrugling in her wombe , ſhould goe ard en- 
quire of the Lord, as Rebecca did, Ger. 25. 22. © Why is it thus ? 
The Lord may anſwer, as He did to her, & Two Nations are in 
&« thy wombe, and two manner of people ſhall be ſeparated from 
** thee; A Nation fearing God, and a Nation Blaſpheraing God : 
* a Nation ſeeking Reformation, and a Nation oppoſing Refor- 
* mation, And then | 

Fourthly , Conſider in the next place,, whether ye have not, 
and ftill doe mingle theſe Nations together ? an holy Nation, and 
an unholy together? a Royall people, and a baſe (laviſh people, 
( ſlaves to their owne luſts') whether ye doe not mingle theſe to- 
gether? ( if they will be mingled ) at the Lords Table? berween 
whom the Lord hath marvailouſly ſeparated ; ſetting a' Selahk- 
Hammatcksth, a Rocke of abvifart betwixt them ; But we need 
not make 4 Queſtion hete; ye have, joyned theſe, making them 
to ſodder together, if they, the godly we meane , will cake your 
libercy, and be drawne out to meete at the Lords Table. 


And doe not charge us here we pray you , not let the Reader 


ſo doe, That we in any of this have charged any of the Presbyte- 
rial Churches, no not yours, provided,” ye come off cleately from 
the way, and judgement Mr"Hymph: fands in, as Ye would from 
a 9uag-myre, Wherein ye are ſinking over head and cares :' Pref 


byterian' 


Neh. 3. 20. 
a Neſcit tarda 
moltmina ſpiri- 
ts ſantt iu, 
Qui nom zelat, 
nn ama*, We 
doe nor love 
retormation, 
if we have not 
Zezle for it 
San endures 
no mediocrity 
nor will God; 
you mult he 
who!y and cn- 
*"Hely His: or 
107 ar a!lzvour 
ove muſt he 
much, clſe He 
will account it 
no little h a- 
tied 3 Not 0 


(44) 


by:eria Churches, we hope, are for the moſt part of chem, fairh- 
fully admimfired and therefore cannot admirt of a mixt prophane 
multirude co che Lords Table. 

Fifthly, Be pleaſed to Conſider, and aske your ſelves what ye 
have been doing all theſe bleſſed times all along © while the Lord 
* wonderfull in Counſel, and excellent in worke, hath been doing 
ſuch glorious things 1n all the peoples ſight, that are not blinded 
with light, Certainly the woyce of rejoycing and ſalvation is ſtill, 
as it hath been, in the T abernacles of the righteous. . 

And they are working together with God in His owne ſtrength, 
( who doth all ) to helpe-on the glorious worke of the Lord, and 
carry it on to an © expetted end : 10 _—_ glorious providences, 
their God inſtruRing, and enabling them ſo to doe : Nor are they 
diſcouraged at all, but rather the more animated, and ſpirited to 
their worke in the power of His might, ſeeing the contrary work- 
ings ( which muſt be looked for in ſuch times ) of the Devill, and 
Satan together with all his curſed Children. He hath great wrath 
now ; ( why ſo angry ? ) becauſe he krowerh © his time is but ſhort. 
We crave leave to pur it to the Queliion againe;What are ye do- 

ing now, about the worke we call ©* Reformation, to the Midwy- 
fring, or bringing it forth into the world? doe ye a ſweate at this 
worke ? doe ye baild earneſtly ? as they at 7eruſalems wall, he was 
fyery hot at his worke, © flagrante anime,as 7wniu tranſlateth it ; 
his worke will not be done elſe ; As the Lord God hath a zeale 
at this worke, ſo have all His ſervants, they worke for God now, 
as the Devill and his ſervants worke againſt Him. The Devill 
knowes he hath bur a ſictle time, he will doe as much worke, as 
poſſibly he can, and he will doe it ** earnefly , and preſently, he 
will not_delay a Minutes time, he ſees ail will ſcape out of his 
hands elſe ; ſee what preſent work he makes by the Ranters hands, 
and 2 xakers hands, an4 by the hands of the corropt Miniſtry in 
the Land, that fi/th, garbage, and common ft all over the earth : 
ſee what worke he makes by them, in their Churches and Chap- 
peſts, And among the relt ſee what worke he hath made by two 
at the leaſt, and indeed by all the carnall Miniſtery over the Na- 
tion. Verily, Deare; and Honoured Sirs, ye muſt worke , as ear- 
neſtly for the Lord, and Chriſt, as the Devil! doth now with all 
his fellow-helers in rbis iniqmity doe worke againſt _— b, 
; IXTDILY, 
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Sixthly, In the next place be pleaſed to Conſider, what ye have 1cye God and 
been prayin? for all theſe times ? ye love 7ersſalem, as ye have work tor Him 
mouraed for her; ye ſeeke for peace, and proſperity heartily, '? 'he = 
your peace here, and hereafter being involved therein, ye are and heiphe of 
fellow-('ommoners with her ; joynt-adventwrers in the ſame Ship, love, as we 
on.the ſame boatrome, conſider againe, and apaine what ye have oghr,'s a de- 
been prayizg for 1] theſe rempeſ? xons rimes ? when this Ship bath 8'<< of hatied 
been in fo much danger ; ſomecimes covered over with waves, ® Mw 
toſſed with Tempeſt s, and not comforted ; What ? were ye ſleeping 
all that time, or were ye praying > We will take the boldnes to 
anſwer for you here, ſo be ye will make ful} proofe, that ye are the 
Lords Remembrancers, and then you can never hold your peace, 
day nor night ; ye have © exquired after the Accomplrſhment of 
thoſe glorious things the Lord hath cauſed to be prophefied off, 
and His people to pray for grounding themſelves upon His pro- 
mile, and His Oach ; *© The cating of the Fewes , The utrer downfall Di. G: rene 
of all Gods Enemies, The flouriſhing of the Goſpel , * The full pari- of mars, 
ty, aud liberty of Gods Ordinances ; The particular flouriſhin;, and © 3 
F< good of the Seciety, and place ye live-in, all they whoſe hearts are 
* right, have, and doe treaſure-up many ſuch prayers, as theſe, 

* and** ſow much of fuch prerions ©* ſeed, which they muſt be con- 

* tent to have the Church (ir may be) in after ages to reape ; We 

would adde to thefe Holy,and Learned Mans words,thoſe we read 

ſome leaves after, pag. 43. © That which was the © Spirit of ſup- 

* plication ina man, when he prayed, Reſts npon him as the Spirit 

© of obedzence tn his courſe , fo as that Dependance he hath upon 

«* God for the metrcie he ſeekes for, is a ſpectall motive, & meanes 

* to keepe hum fearefull of offending, and difigent in Duty to 

© looke to his paths, to watke, and behave himſeife, as becomes a 

© ſixtour, as well as co come and pray, as a ſuitor. Fr, 4 
To apply theſe momentows and weighty words ta our purpoſe. 

* Te pray for the calling of the Fewer. Then muſt ye pray for the 

remooving of that, which hath letred hicherro; and will fet till ic 

be remooved. Surely the © earth mult be ſhaken firſt, all thoſe 

Crownes ſhattered to pieces, that wilf not be laid downe at the 

frete of Chriſt ; The ** Heavens muft be ſhaken too, elfe we are 

much miſtaken , all © ” 4 Religiens in the world, how fpecious 

{oever in mans eye ; Gods howſe muſt be ſwept roo, and Hu _ 

parged, 


a 
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puurgea, from, you ſhould know what, becauſe theſe ©f cxut-ſweep- 
177, Waich mult be, are,your,o:yne doings; Then, Is your mind 
intent upon all this? as. your mind is, ſuch your Prayers are, as tO 
that matter. ** Ye pray for the downfall of Anti-chrift ; Take heed, 
ye doe not in whole,or in part, hold that-up, you profeſle to pray 
downe. Ye pray for the flouriſhing df the Goſpel, and that your 
4Jabours therein in ſpeciall. way be * rak;ng and prevailing with 
your people, that thereby © /zfe, and immortalitie may be brought” 
to light unto their ſeules. Ye mult not now practiſe crofle to your 
prayers, ye muſt not obſtrut your owne way- to the bleſling ye 
ſeeke for : ye mult not then give that to Baptiſme,which the Lord 
Himſelfe gives to-the preaching of His Word..£o much hath been 
ſpoken. to this,before,that we will adde little to.it now, only this ; 
Your Leaarned Brotherifegres-ndtto tell us, we '” owe our Religion 
to Infant Baptiſme, Truly we owe it, and give unto it as much hos 
nour, we thinkezas he doth, or ought to doe, being ani Ordinance 
of Chriſt,and to be.adminiftred according to due order, as He hath 
preſcribed in His word,(avhith is. we conceive to give due honour 
co it, yet we feare.to fay,e,\* owe own Religion to it ,, Y no more 
than we owe Our, lives tgthat Maiter,who hath given us to weare 
his badge, or livery, we owe him all the ſervice that is due from a 
Creature to a,Creature, but we owe: our; lives ta God, our beſt 
ſervice, and all: ſo, we gweinot, as we cancewe, aur Religion to In- 
fant Bapti/me ; bug tothe glagiqus worke of. the Spirit , togerhty 
with the Miniſtry. of, che word, thereby;-as-antoftrument 1n the 
Spirits hand, He*Rivitks Chriftian Religion into the body of a Na- 
Hon, ANG4nrg rhe darts of His people, 'growne up to the yeares of 
underſtanging ;.© Let the * Covenant be qpened firft,the abundant 
& riches.of £746 rein, through Jeſus Chriſt, whereunto we owe 
* our ſelves,ahd allzand.the ſeales will follow of thre, We'take 
leave to. tell, our perſyalion.:.,A godly, Miniſter looſettr more by 
giving.ſo much to Infant Baptiſme,than he will gaine by his pray- 
ing ip he ſucſſe the Golpell , his God hath intruſted him 
wiky. til 54g 7d gi avs nt 7T IVBORTS 
Again v6.07 tr the fell parkey,.ond jibrey.of Gods Ord 
nan + 4-9-4 [wheel ye | ns" ge the fnewe 
of this your brayer, and{quire.wecken ity) by:praniagh tiberty, 
Jree A191 abs AIG yaw ee parigg- nl dear a negetied 
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thing, though it be the maine, even the all of the Duty. Remem. 
ber ye ſhould ſtill, che one is to be as fl as the other, ** fl! li 
berty, and as full” purity. A liberty without purity will certainly 
bring us into ſtraightneſs of place ( which we Engliſh a»g«i/h ) 
ſuch as we cannot tell what to doe-in to get one minutes time of 
eaſe. If ye will give liberty, fee it be tinted, and bounded within 
the bounds, and limits, which God hath ſer us, ” 77 keepe within 
the compaſſe of Gods Commands is the beſt liberty of all , Then ſhall 
T have liberty ; when ? when I keepe all thy Commandements. If we 
would have liberty out of God, and beyond His bounds, our /iber- 
ty will proove our miſery , our undoing, and utter deſtruction. 
Looke yeto it, as ye looke God ſhould looke after you, and your 
prayers, That ye carve not forth ſo liberally in your Lords mat- 
ters, granting to your people a fall © /iberty without regard had 
at all ro ful! ** purity —-But having ſaid ſo much againſt your f{u// 
*/;berty,and all thoſe impurities, which cleave as faſt to that * /;. 
berty, as ever any did to their Idol, we will ſay no more here,one- 
ly, as ye goe on praying, ye will goe on finning, and provokeing 
your Lord to His face in His owne Houſe, if ye doe not looke 
better to His Adminiſtrations there, than hitherco ye have 
done. 

Seventhly , Be pleaſed to Conſider, That the Body, whereof 
our glorious Lord is the Head, and the © Saviour ; is as like Him, 
as likeneſle can be, a very comely, and a gJorious Body , and how. 
ever little glory, or comelines may appeare from without, and 
none at all in the worlds eye, yet is ſhe ” al gloriow within ( par- 
takeing of her Lords owne glory,though not in the ſame degree ) 
and every one of this Mothers genuine Children are made” Prin- 
ces in all lands; where any one of chem is, there is a ” Prince how 
poore, and meane ſoever the out- fide be ; for whatever the Lord- 
Chriſt is by © Nature, he and ſheare by ** Grace : Coxfider , we 
pray you, this thing, then we know what will follow upon this 
Conſideration, ſo be, ye be much, if not ” wh:ly ix ir , ” That the 
* fire will conſume all that is glorious in the world ; yet a very lit- 

* tle while,and there will be no excellencie but the excellencie of 
* Chriſt, and His Church, and Children, we are bold to preſſe 
you unto this Conſideration againe, becauſe ye, and we know 
what muſt needs follow thereupon. 

G Firſt, 


Rom. 2, 9, 


Plal. 119. 45. 
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Firſt, Ye will give the Lord Chriſt the preheminence in your 
aſſemblies, and at His Table ſpecially, ye will ſet His deare Chil- 
dren , Beloved Friends , and faithtull ſervants next unto Him : 
And by no meanes will ye ſuffer that which may offerd,or grieve 
them : And ye will ſtave off thoſe naſty filthy Creatures,two foo. 
ted Dogs, and ſwine from comeing neare unto them, till they have 


. bethought themſelves what they are, and of their uncleanneſſe ; 


And 

Secondly, As ye know, The firſt thing, the Spirit of grace doth 
within doores is to ſet God ard Chriſt in His own place,the heart; 
ſo that perſon, that is ated by that Spirit will ſhew forth or pro- 
claime Gods Juſtice in the world, and Chriſt His Righteeuſneſle 
in His Church, which is to ſet Him in His place, a King, and a 
Prophet, a Prince, and a Saviour, and perſwade an hearty otedi- 
ence, and ſubjeion to Him, to be direCted by Him , for if a man 
be ſubje& to Chriſts Kingly Office, His Propheticall office ſhall 
Suide him, and cauſe him not to erre,in that he ſpeaks from God, 
or to God, or in what he is to doe for God, and His People. 


— 


VII. 


would give you two or three Scriptures to muſe 
£7] upon ; draw two, or three things from them, and 
(&1 then draw to a cloſe of all. The firſt Scripture, 
WY 1/e. 52. 1. From henceforth there ſhall no more come 
a= ** ;to them the uncircaumriſed, and the nncleane ; 
< The like promiſe ye have, 7oe/ 3. 17. So ſhalt ye know that I am 
«* the Lord your God, dwelling in Zion, my holy Mountaine ; Then 
* hall Feruſalem be holy, and there ſhall no *' $ tranger paſſe through 
«* her ro defile her. No ſtranger ?To open that notion , as we read 
* [t opencd unto us, ” No franger, that is, no child of Belial, no 
« wicked perſon,ſhall paſſe through her,to defile,and pollure her: 


KESD4 


« But ſtrangers may paſſe through her to be vifited , and relieved 
* by her. The other Scriptures, Adal.3. 16. **T hes they that fea- 
red the ” Lord ſpaks often one to another : AQts 2. 42, 43. ” They 
continned ſtedfaftly in the Apeſiles Dottrine, and Fellowſhip : And 
all that beleeved. 1 John 1. 3. * Truly our fellowſhip is _— 

. Father, 


Ir i ( 49 ) , 
| Father, and with His Sonne 7eſus Chriſt, Rev: 21. 27. & 22.15, | 


F T here ſhall in no wiſe enter into it any thing that arfileth, nor what- 
'E ſorver worketh an Abhomination ; for without are Dogs, and ſorcc» 
2 rers, and whoremongers, and Murderers, and Idolaters, And who 
'e fo lveth, and mateth a the. From the premifed Scriptures we 


would Conclude. Firſt ; 
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: Firſt, Hat itis one of the higheſt priviledges promiſed to the | 
Q - & Church, that a time ſhall come, when the wicked ſhall | 
1 not come unto her , * «Awake, awake, Put on thy ſtrength O Sion, | 
: put on thy beautifull garments, O feruſalem,the Hely City.Where- 
, * fore muſt Fer»/alem the Holy City awake thus, and be ready in 
© her dreſſe, in her beautifull garment? why ? there is good newes 
* for her, ** from henceforth, there ſhall xo more come into thee, the 
* uncircumciſed, and uncleane. As if He had faid, In times of S5- 
** ons defe&tion; or oppoſition, when there was no due Reforma- 
* tion of worſhip, nor orderamong worſhippers, than the uncir. 
* cumciſed, and uncleane came, and ſtood, yea even dwelt with 
* thee, as thy owne Children , but oh 7erz/alem ! A Time ſhall 
*© come, when the uncircumciſed and the uncleane ſhall not fo 
* much, as come into thee, they ſhall be rejected, and caſt our for 
*eyer ; Prophane ones ſhall find no place ar laſt in ** Sion here be- 
* /zw ; and r{ypocri:es ſhall never come into the Son, which is a- 
* bove. Some Hypoctites will come into the Church, when ſhe 
* is moſt refined, there is no keeping of them our, till they diſco- 
* ver themſelyes, and fo are caft our, or Apoſtatize, and ſo goe 
* out of themſelves: poſſtbly the Church Militant may be ſo pur- 
« ged, and reformed ar laft, that as there ſhall be no prophane in 
& her, ſo bit a few Hypocrites. But into the Church Triumphant, 
«* we are ſure, the clofeft Hypocrite ſhall not Enter : God will 
* waſh off all the varniſh, and paint, which they have put upon 
* the face of their profeſſion, with Rivers of Brimſtone, and will 
« ive them then,the cup of His fierce wrath to drinke unto Eter- 
nitie, We have been the larger upon this Scripture, becauſe we 
find it ſo fully enlarged to our hands, and it was fo good, and fo 
full co our purpoſe, that we could part with none of tt. 
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Secondly, Secing this is rhe promiſe of God,and what He hath 
ſpoken with His mouth , He will fulfill with His hands , He will 
find faichfull men, who ſhall be His hands in all the peoples ſight, 
for this ſeparating, this reformeing *'worke, this making a diffe- 
rence; They ſhall 1ay-out themſelves to the utmoſt of thoſe abili- 
ties, their great Lord ſhall give unto them, That the Saints may 
enjoy unmixt Communions here below, ard live tog ther as if 
there were not another among them, we ſay, they ſhall endeavour 
this matter full-up to the promiſe, That the wicked, or ” Belial 
(in the original| ) he or ſhe, that will not beare the yoke of God, 
ſhall no more paſſe © rhrough thee, much leſle tay and lodge in 
thee ; thatis the promiſe ; no man ſhall be yoaked with you, but 
he that beares the yoke of Chriſt, This will be the day of Sisns 
glorious liberty, when all ( within her liberties ) beare the yoake 
of Chriſt, and none ſhall be u:.equally yoked ; This is the glory 
of the Saints below, and this ſhall be pert. & in the ſtate above, 
but all the faithfull in the land breath, and endeavour after this ; 
and the more earneſtly, becauſe this is promiſed, ard they thinke 
the ” /zr rime is haſtening, when it ſhall be performed , for they 
cannot doubt, but that there ſhall be as great a portion of rhe Spirit 
of holineſſe, and of unity, and as eminently powred out upon the 
Saints in theſe latter ages of the world, as there was upon the firſt 
Goſpell|Church, A#. 2. 1. They were altogether in one place with 
one accord,as if they had all bxt one foule ; and they continued inthe 
Apoſtles DoEtrine, ſo in fellowſhip one with another. And 
Thirdly, That all the Godly, truely and indeed ſuch all over 
the lard, Miniſters and people muſt make a difference,a ſeparation 


. according to.the:.Command of God,and the practiſe of the primi- 


tive times all along upward to this day, as to the point of Church 
Communion and fellowſhip one with another ; for as ſure as they 
are ſanQified ones, they are ſeparated ones, dedicated ro God for 
the promoteing His glory, and carrying on the intereſt of Chriſt 
in.their owne; and in the hearts of others ; Man is a ſociable Crea- 
ture *, he loves.not to be alone, unleſſe he be in meditation ; and 
be is not lefle ſociable, becauſe he is more holy ; bur he is more 
choice of his Company, As every good man is, and ought to be, 
a mans Companion being (as was ſaid) 4 Connterpaine of himſelfe, 
he cannot now converſe among the wicked, upon choice and m 
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delight, ( unleſſe he cou!d convey good unto them ) more than hz 
could del.ghrt to be with thoſe potſefled men among the Tombs, 
Mark, 5. 3. It is with the Saints now, as it was with the primitive 
Church they aſſ:ciated themſelves ia thoſe dayes,lo they mult row; 
They continued in fellowſovip one with an:ther, as well as in the Apo- 
ſtles Dorine, ſo they mult doe now : They wereall of one mind, 
and thereſore fit to make one body ; fo are they now, as to the 
maine, and principall things required of them, walking together 
in Church Communions, and Geſp-ll tellowſhip , © The Commeu« 
nion, and fellowſhip of the Saints u the lywer heaven of the Saints, 
as ſaith that worthy man ; Therefore they can no more converie 
among the wicked upon choice, than David could chooſe to live 
in” Meſech, and dwell in the Tents of Kedar , A ſavage and wild 
people,without the verge of the vilible Church , ſuch company is 
like the torment once invented, of chaineing a” /ive-man, and a 
dead-man together ; The Godly in Chrilt Jeſus count it a great 
evill co be joyned with unſavoury dead wretches at any time, or 
place ( much more will they avoide it where they can at the Lords 
T able, ( the onely place the wicked will joyne with them in) Da- 
vid prayes, ” Gather not my ſoule with ſinners, Pſal, 26. 9. If we 
would not have our ſoules gathered with ſinners hereafter, for 


the preſent we mult take heed of joyning with them. ” A good 


« Gentlewoman, ( as we have heard ) being much troubled in 
« Conſcience, and ready to goe out of the world, prayed thus , 
*« 0 Lord,let me not goe to the place, where the wicked are, for L1rd, 
thou knoweſt I never lrved their Company here. And this ye may 
have read alſo ; "Looke with what C ompany we delight onr ſelves-1n 
here below,with them, we ſhall be, and c:nver{e for ever,either in the 
higheſt heavens, or in th: lowermoſt hell, 

We would adde this more, to confi:me vs in this Truth, That 
the righteous can no more, pon ch1ice, be with the wicked, than 
ſheepe and lambs can be with grievous Wolves,and Tigers; looke, 
as of what nature the Appetite is, of the like nature muſt be the 
food. Carryon, or ſuch like filth will ſerve the Raven, not the 
Dove ; earthly food will ſatisfiz a naturall appetice, and heavenly 
food will ſatisfie the heavenly appetite, that, and no other, fo 
lioke of what nature the man 1s, the like ſhall his Companion be, if he 
may be at his owne choice, with whom he will have communion, 
ſpecially 


Up5n 7b 15. 
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ſpecially at the Lords Table, The meaning is, Saints deſire to feed 
w::h Saints, and they will feed with them at the Lords Table, 
cite they will cot come at it ; They are as choice of their compa- 
n7, as they are of their meate, in all places, but ſpecially at that 
pace; They C&fire ro have Communion onely with Saints, and 
that the pretious may be ſeparaced from the vile, that their feed- 
ins may not be with grievous wolves, but with the harmeleſle i: - 
rocent and peaceable lambs of Chriſt ; for if” Chrift i the ©Cex- 
ter, and © reſting place of all the aff: tions of the Saints, as molt cer. 
rai:ily He 1s, then mult the Saints abound in love one towards an- 
0:h1zr, in, and for Chriſt, which they cannot evidence any other 
way, but by often meeting one with another, and ſpeaking one to 
another, and working one for another , what poſlibly they can, 
* We will put a cloſe to this in Bleſſed $ibs his words.Next to the 
*. med.ration of Chriſt, and the Excellencies that are in Him, F 
* know no way more effz&ua!), than is holy Communion with 
* thoſe, that are led with the Spirit of Chriſt, when we ſee the 
*© ſeet fruite of it in others It hath been a meanes ſanQified to 
6: doe a great deale of good to many, and thoſe that delight noc 
* init, never knew what the likeneſle of Chriſt meant , for thoſe 
* that deſire to be like Chiiit, they love the ſhineing of Chriſt in 
* any. They are a careleſſe pzople ro whom all companies are 
Talike : But they that walke circumſpetly, looking round abour, 
'« making it their onely care how to pleale God, theſe will make 
* choice of thoſe, that find ſome worke of grace on their hearcs 
© by the Spirit of God ; if not,they may weli doubt of their Con- 
** dition, and that there ts no worke of grace wrought at all, for 
* grace will make 1 live the like, As you ſee creatures of the ſame 
« kind love to company with one another, Doves with Doves, 
* and lambs with lambs, ſo it muſt be with the children of God, 
* or eiſe we do not know what the communion of Sairts meanes. 
In the laſt place, and in proſecution of that was laſt ſaid, 

Fourchly , We Conclude, That the Saints loving, and delight- 
ing in their Communion together are fruitfufl, and uſefull ro one 
another, while they are together , and cherefore ave [peake often ene 
ro the other ; Thereby to ſtirre-up one anothers pare minds, And 
this is a Duty fo cleared in the booke of God, to be according to 
the mind and word of God, to keepe off from the wicked , who 
will 


: 
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will keepe far off ſrom Ged; And orp>'e the meanes whereby 
they may bz brought nearer unto Elim , It is lo agreeable to the 
** Divine Natare, and a; we heard, the ©rew creatureto converte 
wi:htheir like, and fo to wlke together in Goſpel] Order , that 
truly we caanot conceive what can b2 reaſonably ſaid againit 'c 
by any reaſonable man, ſpecialiy by M nilters of Chrilt, Nay we 
are aſſured nothing can be reaſoaab'y ſaid againſt it; True it is 
Manitters in name ſuch, and godly by profeſlion, doe oppole this 
Aſſembling together of $4aints, bit they are aſhamcd, no doubt, ro 
ſhew ſo lictle reaſon, as to reaſon ag:nlt it, For to gaine In{truc- 
tion from [ower matters ; Can we thinke, That ths marters, or 
concernments of x pariſh are ſo co:;{tderable, That the cheitfe men, 
or Malters there with the ret, muſt mzete ſometimes to conterce 
about them for the better diſpoſing of them, according to decen- 
cie, and right ord:zr > Can we thinke chen, and thinke 1:k2 men, 
that the matters of Chriſt, the concernments of His glory in our 
ſalvation, will not require thz like care and ſo Command the peo- 
ple of God, Saints by calling, to meete often, and conferre about 
thoſe high, and ſacred matters, ſo nearely relateing to the welfare 
of that Body, whereof the Lord Chriſt is the Saviour, that theſe 
may be adminiſtred according to the mind of Chriſt, and rule of 
His word, przſcibed by Himlelfe, to be obſerved in His hqufe by 
His Stewards there ? If they will make full proofe , that ſuch they 
be by fidelity as well as in Name, ard by Office. Well, we are con- 

fident our Lord and Maſter makez us ſo, ( whoſe manner was to 

ſpeake alone, and apart with His Diſciples ) ſo doe all thoſe, *thar 
have gone forth by the footſteps of the flocke, ** following Hs 

Feps; Thar all thoſe Miniſters who oppoſe this Aſſembling of the 

Saints together, there to ſpeake often one to another for the ends 

aforeſaid, are © /elf-willed me», * ſelf-will is their reaſon , ſo there 

is no argueing with them , who have nothing to oppole againſt 
this Go/pell felowfhip, bur their ** wi/l, or carnall Reaſon ; onely 
we would commend them to the Prayers of the Saints ; And for 
thy ſelfe, Reader, if thou canſt skill onely in thy Mother rongue, 
we would Commend to thy meditation, that plaine Engliſh thou 
readeſt, Eph. 4. 16. ** From whom the whole body, &c. and if thou 
canſt skill in the Latine, Then we heartily commend to thee, Lear- 
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thereupon,in his notes common with us, and in his lerger Annota- 
tions t00 large to be inſerted in this place. 
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Nd fo we make told to give in our Jealouſie , which may 

paſſe for better Reaſon, than any © /e/f-will can give, why 
Miniſters, reputed Godly, plead for a looſe way of receiving all 
ſorts of perſons to Communion at the Lords-Table, and by pro- 
miſcuous admiſlions, proſtitute the Ordinances of Chriſt to every 
Commer, oppoſeing in the meane while what they can ( as they 
mult needs doe, allowing ſuch doings ) the Communion of Saints 
here below, and fellowſhip one with another. 

Firſt , Is it not becauſe they would not diſpleaſe the people ? 
leaſt thereby they ſhould open the peoples mouths againſt them, 
and ſhut their purſes ? As certainly it would be ſo, for two footed 
ſwine, and dogs, who returne to their folly as thoſe foure footed 
ones to their vomit and myre , cannot endure to be called fuch, 
and dealt with as ſuch in point of Church Communion. Indeed, as 
worthy Mr 2anton faith ; this pleading for a looſe way of recei.. 
ving all ſorts of perſons to holy things, * Loketh as exattly calcy- 
lated for a wordly intereſt. We charge you not ſo as he doth-not ; 
but we would charge you in the name of the Lord, ye would ex- 
amine your ſelves, whether it be not ſo? And this we dare ſay to 
helpe you-on in your tryall, That as long as a mans heart is over- 
loving, and over-delighting in any thing but Gea, he ſhall doe little 
for God, perhaps much againſt Him : © For be he a man of great 
* j[lumination, raiſed gifts ( as worthy Mr Burgeſſe ſaith ) and 
* parts, whereby he is admired in the world, yet hath not a cruci- 
« fyed, and mortifyed heart ; he cannot but pray, preach,and diſ- 
<« courſe of thoſe things, which though not above his underſtand- 
© ing, yet above his heart, and affections, And then little can he, 


4 orwill hedoe for God in his owne private houſe, or in the houſe 


much to dos Of His God. Therefore we would adviſe others, as we doe our 
| withmy provd ſelves in Lathers words, © If they would overcome a world of ene- 


ſwellin2 mii d, 
ny ſtifte necks 
and ſtibborne 
heart. Hier, 


mies without, they muſt begin with their maſter-luſt within, and 
when that Goliah is ſubdued, the Army is routed,and they will flye ; 
This I know faith Luther by certaine experiences, © That I have 

more 
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* more cauſe to feare what is within me, than what is withoue , 
* and I have hit the naile on the head, when 1 fay ""wexrer 5» emxs 
** religione perentiſſimum 1dolum, the belly ſwayes miſt in every reli» Ubi noa videar 
* gion; though where that is ſerved, Chriſt is deſtroyed, and they 
Geir belly their God , makes the Lord Chrift but an 
1dsl. And this be ſpoken to bid you beware of the world, if with ad.xci Þ ſunt 
full purpoſe of heart ye would worke for the Lord , or have a nt credane. 
thought of joyneing with Gods people, or of their joyning with 70m. 1p 
you, ye will breake the ſtaffe of beauty, and bands quickly, and 
away ye will goe as Demas did , having embraced the preſent plerumy; hae- 


fine: comes fo- 
mes &c. Aimct. 


* who make t 


world. 

Secondly , Is it not becauſe ye doe not ſtand in Gods Counſel, 
ye doe not aske at His mouth ? Therefore your Judgement is ſo 
miſtaken in the matters, which doe concerne the glory of His 
houſe, and manner of His people in all times, ſpecially choſe, 
which were, as ours have been, yea are fierce, and perillons, * re- 
forming times. A godly man lookes fixedly up to His God, and 
then downe to His Word ; he will goe as far towards ** peace with 
all men, as his light will guide him, and take Holives with him ; 
he dare not ſtep one ſtep in the darke, for chen he certainly falls 
inco ſin, more cannot be deſired, and lefle ye cannot doe, if you 
doe your Duty in great matters, and in ſmall : looke to have a 
word for what you doe, ſo ſhall you doe things decently and in 
order ; elſe all will be out of order, as now they are. 
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” B* this making a difference, and ſeparating between 8he pre- 
'* LD rio5,and the wile, is the ſtone of ſtumbling and gives great 
offence. Ic doth fo, and ſoit ever did, and fo it will, and it muſt fo 
doe ; To take away this offence we ſay, firſt. 

Firſt , Holy Pal ſpeakes fully to this, we thinke, © doe 1 now 
perſwade men, or God ? that is, doe I endeavour to perſwade with 
you in the things of men, or in the things of God, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt > doe I plead His cauſe, or mine owne? or doelI ſecke 
ro pleaſe men? would I endeare my ſelfe to you, or Him to you, 
and His matters,of ſo neare concernment to your pretious ſoules ? 
This I know, and would have you -; know, ** 1f 1 yer pleaſed men, 
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Hol 10. 11, 
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Job 34. 25. 
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1 ſhould not be the ſervant of ('hriſt, Gal. 1, 10, Ttis. not poſſible 

in theſe matters, but ye muſt offend God and His little ones, or 

ye muſt offend men, who cannot poſſibly be pleaſed; But where, 

and when God is highly offended, which of theſe will ye offend ? 

when ye can no more pleaſe both, than yecan ſerve two Maſters ; 

you can remember who faid it, © The Lord God is a glorious 
« Friend, and as dreadfull an enemie , Therefore He had: rather 
** offend the whole world, than Him ; for what can the world 
* doe to pleaſe, or quiet the Creature, when God is diſpleaſed? 

* or to diſquier, diſpleaſe, or diſcompoſe him, when God is plea- 
© ſed with him ? *© when He giveth quietnes, who then can cauſe 
© rrouble ? and when He hideth His face (ſo we may underſtand it) 
* whothen can behold him ? Who can endure the hideing of Gods 
* face? we may ſafely underſtand it roo; If God hide the face 
* of a man, that is, condemne him, paſſe ſentence of death upon 
© him; ( of which hideing, or covering the face was-adymbol ) 
* who can behold Him ? who can ſee His face, have communion 
* with Him, whom God: hath put from Him, having ſeparated 
© him to deſtruction ?. It is not then to be regarded, what offends 
men, 'but what offends Ged.- Feate we God, ard. deſire we of 
Him, That He would ſtrengthen us with © Al might, according to 
Hes glorious power. tO walke worthy of Hims unto all ©well-pleafpug, 
being fruitfull-in every good worke, and encreaſing inthe knows 
ledge of God : Ye will need *al! Might to enable to *all pleaſing, 
and to fence you againſt the feare of men, when ye are upon this 
ſeparating worke. £0 true is that-of the wiſe man, ** The feare of 
a man bringeth a ſnare;bat who ſo putteth his truſt in the Lord ſhall 
be ſafe,ar ſet on high. 

Secondly, Obſerve what God Commands, and buckle-up to 
the obedience-of it,'and know, ye have' warrant ſufficientor this, 
* Have not 1 commanded you ? Come out from aming them, and by 
ye ſeparate, ard touch not the uncleane thing, and 1 will receive you. 

* Ye fay this is not meant of ſeparating' from a Charch ,; we ſay 
ſo too, And that no ſuch profeſſion of ſeparation is required from 
this,or that,or any-Charch, but onely a ſeparation-from the world, 
eſpecially at the Lords Table. The Church is cthat;from which che 
rent is; Hereſie divides frorfi the head = Sth;/me from the body ; 
eApoftacie from both. Schiſme is' a renting from —_ 

om 
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from Saints. Separation commanded by God , and praQtiſed by 
'good men, is onely from the world , and that whic!: is of the 
world, that they may Cemert, anc ſodU-- together, being ucited 
to Chriſt cheir Head, and by charity 61e cv another : (© ch1is tepa- 
ration is not for want of Charity, but un all love, nc hum: licy to- 
ether, which makes them goe ſtooping one cwards another, 
that they may advance one th' other Heavea-wars, The Gadly 
cannot joyne with the world in their worſhip, for t!1cn tliey muſt 
joyne with them in their ſin, ſo they are not iy niuch © drawzre 
from the world, as © driven from the world, © fu! ati nin ©* fugitivi. 
The blame of Schiſme, ſaith ** Yoerizes, muſt not be upon thoſe, 
who forſake thoſe, that have forſaken Chriſt, and His Truth , 
Therefore as not the p»i/oment, but the Canſe makes the Mar- 
tyr : fo non” deceſſin, ſed” canſa facit ſchiſmaticum, not the de- 
parti:'g, but the c uſe makes the ſchiſmaticke ; he or ſhe, one, or 
more, that is a true ” ſepararsſt can ſay, calling God to record up- 
on their ſoules, * That love co God, To their owne, and others 
ſoules is the cauſe of their ſeparatiqn, not want of love to their 
Neighbour, which may remind you of what that Excellent Italian 
Divive Zanchi ſaid, ſeparating from the Church of Rowe ; I* now, 
< ſeventy yeares old, ceſtifie rogether with my whole family, to 
* the Church of Chriſt to all Eternity, That I ſeparated from 
© Rome with no other intent, bur to turne againe to Communion 
* with her, ſo ſoone as ſhe is turned to the Lord, and is become as 
* that, Church was , whoſe praiſe is in the Goſpell, * Bel;ved of 
God, called ro be His Saints, Rom.1. 7. So they that are followers 
of God, as Deare Children, can ſay , from whom ſoever they ſe- 
parate.now, to them they will gladly returne anone, when they 
ſhall be turned t9. the Lord, which they pray-for without cea- 


fing. M0 | 
Fhiedy , Jn the, laſt place, This feilowſhip of the Saints one 
with another at their private meetings. hath a very ill reſentmenc 
with Godly Miniſters, and Gods people allo ; ſo we have heard, 
and fo indeed-we find it to be ; And it ſhould be, and ſurely is of 
afad reſentment to all the Godly in Chriſt Jeſus all over the Na- 
rien; Thar the praAice of Chriſt with His Diſciples converſing 
with them alone, and apart ; And the prattice of all crue Diſc 
ples-in all ages to this very day,ſhould be ſpoken againſt now, dif- 
| H 2 c Ounte- 
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countenanced, and quite out of uſe; For Saints not to converſe 
Saints, not to hold Communion together ; it is to doe molt unbe- 
comeing Saints it 15 indeed to * #nſaint themſelves, it is to make 
them tooke not like chemfelves, ſo 3s any one can ſay, * There u 
a Saint. 

The wicked will aſſemble rog=ther, and by their will , will not 
have a good man amongtit thegr which tells us. what the truely 
godly Miniſters, and peop'e have done, and ſtill doe, and muſt fo 
doe, if they w I] approve themſelves godly , weere ofren rogerher, 
that they may ſpeak? oe to anther ; for each others good for 
their Edification ; And trnely, we cannot Imagine, how any God» 
ty Minilter can doe lefle, but ercourage it, that they ſhouic ftard- 
out aPainlt ir, is a wor.der ; How elfe ſhall chey know the ſtate of 
their people 2 how ſhall they underſtand, how they have profit- 
red ? how fitt Gueſts they are for the Lords Fable ? but of that 
before, 

Surely they muſt be deaſt with afone, and apart in theſe mat» 
ters, A Miniſter ſhall, as we are perſwaded, find no more ready 
2 war to diſcerne between the vile, and pretious, than by appoint- 
ing a private meeting place, where they may conferre one with 
another , The Godly ſhall find the wicked will not come at them, 
They hate ſuch meetings as they doe the light, but what the wic- * 
ked bate,the Godly love. The wicked will not endureto be tryed, 
being all roſe, and continuing ſuch, muſt be chruſt away ; And 
neere, and cloſe tryalls of ſincerity, as that Excellent man faith, 
drive Hypocrites into Apoſtacie ; But ſurely this courſe muſt be ta- 
ken, Miniſters muſt call their people rogether, they muſt meete 
with them often in private, elſe how fhall they know who are fit 
oheſts for the Lords Table ? There, there will be, as hitherto hath 

xeen, prophane mixtures, and harefull doings there, 

We conceive nothing can be reaſonably objeRted againſt this, 
onely this is ſaid, and. much ſtrucke at, much the ſame the Princes 
had to ſay goin Daniel, 6. 5. Theſe private meetings are in or- 
der to an bigher matter, drawing towards a more cloſe walking with 
Ged, andentring into rm ”n the ſtrength of God ſo to doe. 

Very true,and he that opens againſt this,ſers his mouth againſt 
heaven ; how can a people maintaine their fellowſhip with the 
* Father, and the ** Son, and not hold fellowſhip one with ano» 

| ther ? 
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ther 7 and how can they walke together as Friends, and not in 
Goſpell order, and by Church rule > And then why notengage in 
the (trengch of God, and enter. into Covenant, as to this thing, to 
walke humbly with their God, as under His eye, and before Him 

as becomerh the Goſpell, and all true Goſpellers? Worthy Mg 
Palmer hach ſpoke-much in a little vo this in the beginning of his 
booke, which we woutd commend unto the Chrittian'Reader : 
And here we will tell our perſwaſion before we concinde; That 
ſich the Holy Scripture calls the Church of God , and Chareh 


Communion, ** Heaven ; It is not onely a Compaay we ſhall live m 


withall in heaven hereafter, But it is heaven now, And they who 
doe not bend rowards,and breath after this Communi-n of Saints: 
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are but baſe, and unworthy perſons , The Lord God brands them, Revel: paſſin, 
and ſo may His people, as He doth thoſe we reade off © Theſe 1 Chron.4 23. 


were potters, and thoſe that dwelt amoug © Plants, and hedges : 
there they dwels with the King for ©* his works , theſe were -_ 
baſer ſort of the Fewes, who, when liberty was proclaimed fur 
their retarne to ___ "© where they might enjyy God in His 
tre worſhip, chole rather for filchy Lucre- ſake, and other fleſhly 
adyantagesto tay in Babylon, 22d to ſerve among the ports, The 
application is ealie ; We will onely offer to their thoughts, who 


are ſo baſely diſpoſed, that fearefull threatning, ** And i: ball be, 7.1, 15. © 7, 


that whiſocver will not come-up of all the families of the earth unto 
Feruſalem, to worſhip the King the ©* Lord of Hoſts, even upon. thens 
ſhall be no raine,, no Bleſſing, This muſt be meant, as might be 
cleared fully, from the 20h verſe ; © The glorious ſtate, and cons 
« dition of the Church in the time of the Goſpell, walking toge- 
« ther in Church Communion, And therefore the Lord God 
rakes it very ill, at the hands of thoſe, to whom He hath proclai- 
med a Bleſſed liberty ; Yer they preferring their eaſe , and profits 
before it, will not come-up ( foritis _ Hill ) to joyne with 
His people therein ; Therefqre He threatens them, as we heard; 
They ſeal have wo © Bleſſing. 


Levir. 9. 20, 
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N the ſhatting-up of all , we crave ſeave, firſt to ad- 
drefſe our ſelves to your ſelfe, and brethren of the 
fire perſwfion with you. Secondly, Then'to thoſe 
of our owne tanke in Church Communion one with 
_ another. 1n the third place, we will ſet downe foure 
vouch Speeches, ſpoken, as we conceive, in anſwer to this very 
plea againſt ſepatarion here pleaded! For. 

But before xe can have the leaſt hope, that our Counſell ſhould 
take; we muſt take off as we can, another Reproach we ſtand aſper- 
ſed with, whickifs this; **Thit” _ have made mention of three men 

«(ofa cotitrary mind ahd'j j:dgement to us ) with honour little 

* erouph to thetr perſ'ns, and contempt more than enough to 
* their hookes ; But not anſwered any one of their Arguments, 
© no riot one ; To this we reply. 

Firſt, That "We caniaot make honourable mention of chem,who 
have, to our ſeeming, ct (wh diſhonours upon our deare Lord 
and Saviout, HigHoly thinþs, and people of His Holineſs, ſpeak- 
ing all along i in cheir Pamphlers moſt contrary to Scripture, to 
Reaſon, arid to the judgement of all the Orthodox Miniſters, and 

ple; thatever were or nowv are in the world: As if the'de- 
Lk from ( God Was no terrour to them,” a Wl oy reaſon 0 of, 17% His 
Fn? they tould'exdure to be an occafton of drawing 

tha Curſeypop us, whereof we tead, Levir. 7., 20. Mare Wi 
fall nbw onder the Goſ pet! than char was under the Law, becauſe 
Goſpel Curſes ate moſt dreadfull The foule that eatgth of the { - 
crifice of pear offriny.c, chgr prain wato the L OR D, havin 
leanyeſt pin him; evth't bat ſaute Boe it © Top by opte,” 
We ctmotTpeak, ( becauſe we cannot't tdk, h6notirtly & oe 
men, that have ſpoken ſo as they havedon, pleadirig for the Ad-" 
miſſion of thoſe to the Lords T able, who have all thcir unclean- 
neſs upon them, And yet we have not to our knowledge vilified 
their perſons, or ſpoken reproachfully of them, much leſs judged 
them #s to ther preſent ſtate and beeing in Chriſt , they may be 


for ought we know, truely Conſcientious , ard men fearing God, 
; and 
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and (o, that they have don, hath proceeded from ignorarice and 
miſtake : onely this ſeemes ſtrange unto us, that whereas alt three 
have been told their errour, and little leſs than brated for it, yer 
they ſhould perfiſt to bring-in that abomination into Gods houle, 
which cauſeth De/o/ation. We cannot think or ſpeak honourably 
of them for ſo doing. And have ſo erred,though not in their hearts. 
And yet that ſaying may command all due conſideration; e» 
erroneors head, and 4 Godly heart will not meet. Corruption in 
judgement being like poyſon in the ſpring. But yet this Conſi- 
deration ſhould be for a lamention, That the exviows-one called the 
Deuill and Satan, hath fo mightily prevailed in theſe dayes, as to 
make Miniſters themſelves not a few, ſtudiouſly active in the mi(- 
cheivipg, yea ruining their owne peoples ſoules. But 
Secondly | As to our not no any one of their Argu- 
ments weſay; That had we as'many ſpare houres as there are 
{pare books in the world; and as well able for ſuch a ſervice, if ir 
may he called ſo, as they are who are beſt able, yet we had not 
medled with-their Arguments, and theſe ate our Reaſons; for 
Firſt , Why ſhould we@g#am agerx doe that we findfo cleare- 
ly and fully, Co learned!y and holily-don to otrhands ; fo!Mr'H:: 
is anſwered is he not? And Mr Pro#*7 twelve Arguments, if we 
may call them Arguments,'for -Free Admiſſion of all to the Sacra- 
ment, It being one of the miſt effeftunll principal! meanes for” reall 
(Cenverſion, are. Anſwered with twenty ſet againftth&m by'tearned 
Gillefpy of þlefled Memory, which will'berepliedynto' and rear- 
ſwered; when bleſſed Zuel is by any ofthettwhofare'of Hablings 
dla: T ak way and judgement, the great Rode of the world, 
And for'7ohn\Timſons Arguments ( who knows how many 2 ) te 
will. fingle bit one out” of the throng, whereby we 'may take 
judgement ofthe reſt; and'of the Anſwers thereunto ; *"Uyrege, 
* xate-perſons,ſairh.hd;have an hand to'take, and'a'mouthi to ear, 
© thetefore a right ro” tereive. This Argument, faith worthy Mr 
* Coltihgy, will prove a Monkies right tot alſo ;T had thought the 
* takeing, eating and drinking mult be ſpiritual! by faith ; he ask- 
« eth how we will-prove it> And in a'bold confidence, that this, 
cannot bemproved, he hath argued the Caſe afteſh this 'laſt yeate, 
againit'two of his rod Maſters. "And now we have Caule to be- 
leeve,he will.be anſwered with //exce, theſe worthy men Mr = 
TYy Sanatrs, 
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Saxders,and M: John Cdllings baving, as we conceive, a command 
from.their God, Anſwer him net ; Ins errour,which ſome may call 
folly will not, by that meanes, depart from him. They will com- 
mend him to God, and ord of His Grace, which is able to doe 
that which all the ableſt men in the world are not able to doe, 

wake his folly depart from him. In the next place becauſe; 
Secondlly , Fo make Anſwer was no part of our undertaking, 
but to give-in our perſwaſion in ſome matters before ſpecified in 
their proper place to a neighbour Miniſter calling us to an account 
about them;ard in ſpecia!l about free Admiſſion of all to all Church 
Communions. This we have don according to our Meaſure, loof- 
ring the foundation upon which their whole building ſtands, and 
raking away that rotren pillar, which upholds it- which is this; 
«« That being bapcized into a Church, they are all holy every one, 
& and eo womine, all have a right to all Church Communions, un- 
* leſle they be children in yeares, fooles or mad men. This is the 
very ſubfratum or underbearer, upon which their building ftands, 
And whereby a great multitude which no man can number , being 
4 rhe ſand of the Sea, are built up as high as Heaven, ard, having 
no other ay to /eaxe 26,mult be caſt down to the lower moſt Hell: 
To looſen this /azdy foundation, and to throw down this rctten 
building, or dawbed wall, before the great haileftores fall, and 4 
ſtormie wind rents it, was a great part of our undertaking; that we 
might caft a flood, if poſlible, and utterly drown the fooles para- 
diſe,or lay qur batteriers to his Caſtle he hath (by your good help, 
the Maſter-builder ) bailt in che Aire ; his frong Confidence, we 


meane, that bring borne and baptized in a ('burch, heis a priviled- 


ged man to abide ix Gods T abernacle here below, and to dwell in 
His Holy Hill for ever and ever above in the higheſt Heaven” 
Had wethe Confidence of one man, we would ſpeak as he doth 3 
* for ſhame therefore diſclaime this ablurd irreligious paradox? 
* for which there is not the leaſt ſhadow of Scripture or folid rea- 
ſon. A glorious Saint put a ſhort Queſtion, and a ſhorter Anſwer 
thereunto, we will ſet it down, and ſo an end of this matter , 
What brings men to bell in the Church? falſe Confidence , ſaith he, 
** They bearethemſelves up as bigh as heaven, becauſe they were: 
®* borne and baptized in a Church ; they muſt be thrown-down as 
* Jow as Hcl] , If they have no other /cane-ro, to beare theme vp. 
Having 


(65) 
with ſorrowes.''Wewill commend to your Reading, as we ſaid, 
and beſt obſervation, and the Lord ett it home unto you®, 7/a.62, 
10. as our Engliſh, 12; as 7» devides the Chapter, with his 
notes upon.it ; and ſo we commend-you'tq God,and the worke of 
His Grace with you. 

To your ſelfe Sir, who were the occaſion of all,ſo this we would 
ſpeake as Hierom to Auguſtine ; Si Culpa eſt reſpondiſſe, quaſo nt 
© patienter audias,multh major eft provocaſſe; ſed faceſſant iſtinſmo- 
&« di querimonie, ſit inter nos pura Germanitas,c dcinceps non que 
* ftionum, ſed charitatis ad nos ſcripta mittamus. But then you 


muſt come cleare off from thar horrid opinion fo often mentio- | 
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ned, That the Receiving the Lords aro &c. -  Junda lock *, 


Secondly, Now to our ſelves,and thoſe of the ſame ranke with 

ns; endeavouring after the ſame thing, parity of Dorine, of Di/* 

cipline, and life, 

- Firſt, Let us not trouble our ſelves with controverted points ; 
True it is, in ſome Caſes, E xpoſitorum diverſitas-excitat attentic- 
nem, Diverſitie of opinions, make the hearer more attent. Bur 
this is never where the Text is plaine; or if he be more attent he 
will be more unreſolved. It is as true alſo, That Truth getts ad- 
vantage by a neceſſary conflict of arguments, but this- is among 
the Learned in the Schooles ; and when the Caſe admitts of ſome 
doubts ;\ſeldome or never among thoſe of our ranke ,-And where 
the Caſe is cleare and refolved. Diſputes among ſuch, and in ſuch 
caſes, the more amuzes them, putting them into Doubts, where 
they ſhould make none ; None at all ; None at all, as we conceive 
and have proved, whether all are to be admitted to the Lords Ta- 
ble > Whether Chriftmas-day, as we call it, with'the like, ofthe 
ſame ſtamp, or infticution, is to be kept holy ? And being reſolved 
at that point, as you are, in the Negative, then, whether a Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt ought not contend with the obſervers of that hea- 
then-Feaſt , as Nehemiah d&1d with the Nobles prophaning the 
Sabbath day,ar leaſt by conniving at thoſe, who did. 13. 17. we 
rake. it; that ſuch cleared Truths as theſe and eli6ſe relating to 
formes of prayer,are not to be put to queſtion, or if they be,we are 
not, as we conceive, to be carefull to anſwer in theſe matters ; we 
are notto deliberate upon them. They that will put theſe things 
to queſtion, may feare to be delivered-up into a minde voyde of 

I 2 judge- 
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. Judgement. And they that are'relolyed+4/thele points,and wonld 


reſolye the gaine-ſayers ; Letaliem looke tnee.their watraot.! For 
what hope baye they, of owr-tankes.. to: prevailtunththoſe.;who 
havewighſtood clieRp(p) ves fripm:Gods word tby the ointh of 
Gods faithfull Miniſters > They that contend for theſe;mittets 
are not weake ones; -but-:yaine and' ſuperſytious perſons, built-up 
high in their fleſhly confidences; fo as'your wores cati move with 


- them, no more, than can a bla 0f winde move atower.of brafſe, 


or the waves a rocke. -In a word ,; Let aot us diſpute Gods righe; 
but giveit;Him ; nor the lawes of His houſe, |but give our obfer- 
vation unto them ; nor the way of His people;but walke we there- 
in, and with ſo right a foote indefire and endeavonr; that we may 
put @ beauty upon the way ,-4nd: fo-adorne it;,'chac we may draw 
others co it, to walke togethet: with us.35 Friends in it, having 
concluded within themſelves, making obſervation: by our walke z 
T his u the way of Helinifſe ; for ſar how Hotily they anatke, mho are 
walkers in it;Onely take this with it morefulpet that at theileaft, 
to de a cx7ſed liberty the worldly Church contends for;and teckon 
pon that to be rhe Holy way, they would ſtand up againft, con- 
tradicting and blaſpheming. o7 "Devi 5-101 94 ] 

In the ſecond place, Let us pray God make us Learned to the 
Kingdome of God , That we may humble-all our knowledge to 
the obedience of Faith, God grantto all his people the'Spirit of 
wiſedome and underſtanding, That they may be able: rodiſcerne 
the Spirits, whether they are of God, or no. That they: may take 
heed of falſe Prophets,and give care eo the voyce of the Prince of 
Paſtors, and fly. the voyce of firanpers, and beware of blinde 
Guides that ſo often haye deceived them. Amer. - :- 

Thirdly, ;In the faſt. place, We will ſett downe thoſe fottre-ſa- 
vyoury Speeches;-we before made mention of: Mr Chillingwirch 
ſpeakes firſt, what the goodneſſe. of: the man was, we kriuw nor, 
but this ſpeech is very good, ” IfI did not finde in my felfe a love 
* and deſire of all profitable Truth ; ifI did not put away idic- 
© neſſe, and earthly affeQion, and to ſearch to the bottome of my 
** Opinions in reference t0 Divine matters, being prepared in my 
* mind to- follow God , and Him onely, which way ſocver He 
* ſhall leade me ; If Idid not hope,that I either doe,or endeavour 
** theſe things ; Certainly I ſhould have { little ——— 


( 67) 
© ſeparation from the world at preſent and) lietle hope of abtain- 
* ing falyation hereafter ; There is the firlt ſpeech, = . + 


Mr H: Sanders ſpeech is next : ” The power of godlines is firſt Pg. 175 


420 be heeded; ifwe be nbthing wichih; no great mart&,though 
*'we fit atthe right, orthic left hand of Chriſts ourwird King- 
+ dome let uscontend {principally tb be members of Chrift, ro be 
© of the inviſible Churely, imbodied in the Chatch of the firft- 
« borne; here we cannot caſily be too carefull-or r60 curious. 
« But as to externail fellowſhip, though the mind of Chritt in this 
« alfo be-robe fought, and folldwed ; yeriſo much earneſtrieffe, 
« and confidence needs not, as in'the other;UV1llfſe men rahe care 
&« how 20 live, "ts not mach mattth,, hoy they warſhip.” Thou maiſt 
« beg{ this werake toourſkives,'as chemreſully,' and rhankfully, 
& as this.govd:manpake it'to-binelfe and his good peopte hear- 
« tily ) in a puter Church'than another; and yer be the impurer, 
<« and vainer ſoule ofthe'two ; It is better to ſee a mans Conver- 
« ſation, commending his4way,than to ſee mendeholding to their 
« way for their eſteeme. 


| Mr Ant: Palmers words follow; ” An holy fellowſhip with Sermon upon 


* ſach as are Godly, by frequent Conference ; communicating 
<« their experiences of God in a more holy Church-fellowſhi 
« than the mixt Congregations are yet reduced into, will abun- 
* dantly quicken and ſtrengthen faith , and every gift and grace 
& of beleevers; and make much for the retaining and encreaſe of 
&* comfort, 


P p. 85. 


Dr Owens words follow, and therewith we will cloſe all, *You 0a Exck 17. 
« that doe enjoy Holy Ordinances, Labour to have holy hearts 24- - 3*+ 


&« anſwerable thereunto : you have heavenly inſtitutions, labour to 
& have heavenly Converſations, if we be like the world in our 
« walking, it is no great matter, if we be like the world in our 
« worſhip : it is ſad walking contrary to God in His owne Paths ; 
« ſhew-out the power, and efficacie of all Goſpell Inſtitutions in 
& a frame of Spirit, courſe of life, and equability of ſpirituall tem- 
« per all your dayes. Keepe up the power of private worſhip, 
< both-perſonall, and family. I have ſeene many good Lawes for 
« the Sabbath, and hope I ſhall ſee ſome good examples : Looke 
&« what the roots are in the family, ſuch will the fruit be, in the 
& Church,and Common-wealth : if your ſpirits are not well manured 
; * there, 
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(66) 
judgement. And they that are'relolved+4/theſe points,and wonld 
reſolye the gaine-ſayers ; Letatiem looke tnee. their watracs.; For 
what hope baye they; ofgwr-tanke,.. to: prevailtunehthoſe.;who 
have wighſtood elteRxſs) ves from: (Gods word iby the march of 
Gods faithfull Miniſters > They that contend for theſe;mittets 
are not weake ones; -but-yaine and' ſupenſytious perſons, built-up 
high in their fleſhly confidences; fo as your wores cati move with 
them, no more, than can a blaſt 0f wiade move atower-of brafſe, 
or the waves a rocke, -In a word ; Let not us diſpute Gods right, 
but giveit;Him , nor the lawes of His houſe, |but give our obfer- 
vation unto them ; nor the way of His people,but walke we there- 
in, and with ſo right a foote indefire'andendeavonr; that we may 
put @ beauty upon tbe way ,;-4nd: fo adorne it;,'thac we may draw 
others to it, to walke together: with: us35 Friends 4n ic, -having 
concluded within themſelves, making obſervation: by our walke z 
This 44 the way of Hulintſſe ; for ſac how Hotily they watke, mbo are 
watkers in it;Onely take this with it morefulpect that at the. leaft 
tobe a x7 ſed liberty the worldly Church contends for;and teckon 
upon that to be rhe Holy way, they would ſtand np againſt , com- 
tradiRing and blaſpheming. 37 Do 94 1 

In the ſecond place. Let us pray God make us Learned to the 
Kingdome of God , That we may. humble-all our knowledge to 
the obedience of Faith, God grantto all his people the Spirit of 
wiſedome and underſtanding, That they may be able rodiſcerne 
the Spirits, whether they are of God, or no. That they: may take 
heed of falſe Prophets,and give care eo che vyoyce of the Prince of 
Paſtors, and fly. the voyce of firanpers, and beware of blinde 
Guides that ſd often bave deceived them. Amen. - :- 

Thirdly, :In the faſt. place, We will ſett downe thoſe fottre ſa- 
youry Speeches,-we before made mention of. Mr Chillingwerth 
ſpeakes firſt, what the goodneſſe. of: the man was, we krivw not, 
but this ſpeech is very good, ” IfI did not finde in my ſelfe a love 
* and deſire of all profitable Truth ; ifI did not put away idic- 
* neſſe, and earthly affeRion, and to ſearch to the bottome of ry 
** Opinions in reference t0 Divine matters, being prepared in my 
* mind to follow God , and Him onely, which way ſoever He 
** ſhall leade me ; If I'did not hope, that I either doe,or endeavour 
** theſe things ; Certainly I ſhould have ( little — 


(67) 
© ſeparation from the world at preſent and) lietle hope of obtain. 
© ing falyation hereafter ; There is the firſt ſpeech, 


Mr H: Sanders ſpeech is next : ” The power of godlines is firſt Pg. 175. 


420 be heeded, if:wte be nbthing wichin; no great mart&,though 
*'we fit atthe right, ortlic left hand of Chriſts outwird Ki 

+ dome; ler us contend iprincpally tb be members of Chrift, ro be 
© of the inviſible Churely, imbodied in the Church of che firft. 
©* borne; here we cannot eaſily be too carefull-or r60 curious. 
< But as to externail fellowſhip, though the mind of Chriſt in this 
® alfo be robe fought, and followed ; Yer-ſo mich carneſtreffe, 
** and:confidence needs not, as in'the other;UV»l!fſe men rahe cave 
« how to live, 'tis not mach martt?, hoy they warſhip. Thow mailt 
* be; thiswerake toourſkives,'as chexreſully,” and rlanfully, 
< as this:govd-manipake itto-him(elfe and his good peopte hear- 
« tily ) in a purer Church'than another; and yer be the impurer, 
© and vainer ſouke ofthe two ; It is better to ſte a mans Conver- 
< ſation, commending tis4vay,than to ſee mendeholding to their 
« way for their elteeme. 


M: Ant: Palmers words follow ; ” An holy fellowſhip with Sermon upon 


* ſuch as are Godly, by frequent Conference ; communicating 
** their experiences of God in a more holy Church-fellowſhip ,, 
« than the mixt —_—— are yet reduced into, will abun- 
* dantly quicken and ſtrengthen faith , and every gift and grace 
& of beleevers; and make much for the retaining and encreaſe of 
* comfort. 


Dr Owens words follow, and therewith we will cloſe all, "You 0a Exc 17. 
« that doe enjoy Holy Ordinances, Labour to have holy hearts 24- ?- 3* 


« anſwerable thereunto : you have heavenly inſtitutions, labour to 
« have heavenly Converſations, if we be like the world in our 
« walking, it is no great matter, if we be like the world in our 
«* worſhip : it is ſad walking contrary to God in His owne Paths ; 
« ſhew-out the power, and efficacie of all Goſpell Inſtitutions in 
& a frame of Spirit, courſe of life, and equability of ſpirituall tem- 
« per all your dayes. Keepe up the power of private worſhip, 
<« botk-perſonall, and family. I have ſeene _ good Lawes for 
«* the Sabbath, and hope I ſhall ſee ſome good examples : Locke 
<« what the roots are in the family, ſuch will the fruit be, in the 
© Church,and Common-wealth : if your ſpirits are not well manured 
* there, 


(68) 
* ebere, you will be utterly barren elſewhere: that us done moſt cleaves 
« > God, which is done within dores. 


| This being ſet home by the Spirit of holineſle\, will-keepe our 
foote cloſe-up tO wi/edowes wayes; which are pleaſantnes; and all 
her paths peace, and-tends to that Bleſſed End, that bath no End, 
Eternal life. Excellent Bradfords good Counlell, and prayer ſhall 


put a cloſe to all. 


Moleſt not the good Spirit of God , which is given you, as a 
gage of Eternall Redemption, a Counlellour, and Maſter to lead 
you into all truth ; which good Spirit, I beſeech the Father of 
mercies to give unto us all, for His Deare £onnes ſake, Je- 
fas Chriſt, our Lord; To whom I Commend you 
all, and to the word of His grace, which is 
able to helpe you all, that beleeve it, 
follow it , and ſerve God , 

thereafter, 


Seu pture 


(.69 ) 
$4234 $44 4 : $4444 344- -$44$34a$4:1$4,54 
[SESHT] RESRED (ee CuST EEE FED 


A Poſtſcript. 


Te Author humbly craves leave [ after he hath mentioned 
onely ( 1) A»gn»ſtines ſhort Apologie for his long work, 
which will fit the Author very well ſpeaking that in ſeaven Trea- 
tiſes, which might have been ſpoken, as one ipake, in ſo many pa- 
ges, if not in ſo many lines 3 That he much diſliked, if not deteſted, 
as his friend Nebridim did, a ſhirt anſwer to a great queſtion, ana 
would not that any ſhould expe the like from him, for then he would 
manifeſt his indignation againſt it. And ( 2 ) what 7«ftin Martyr 
ſpake of old to * old Heathen ; Theſe things we offer to Jour Con- 
fderation ; If they ſeeme agreeable, '#0 true Reaſon, and Scripture 
Truth, accept, and put an account upon them : If they ſeeme toyes, as 
ſach contemne them ; bat doe not hoſtilely perſecute them. And(3 ) 
he would humbly offer to Conſideration: what Learned Mr zyill;- 
am 7enkin bach for the clearing the ewo cheife Heads of Contro- 
verlie here debated-on; Admiſſion of all Tufants to Baptiſm 
And grown perſans.to the, Lords T able In his expoſition upon Zo 
ſecond part, pag. 274, 275, 276, 277, 278. ] Aﬀter thele three 
things, as the Author was ſaying, be humbly cravey leave, he may 
clole his bogke,wirh the 1 yery words, as. Aug»ſtine cloſeth his of 
«the City of God.  Videor. mii 8c. 1 thinke with i my ſelfe, I have; 
' * by the ſupply of His Spirit, done my Dutie, and Acharged the 
* Debt, I ſaw my ſelfe. bound to pay £6 thy Lord ; to His houſe 
* and His people. Now they. that thinke Thave ſaid to0 little, 
« they alſq chac thinke 1h have faid too much, Let bor tl one 
* and the other-pardanyne, And they thay, thinke 1 hiave aid e- 
4+ noygh,Let.them give the praiſe fiot to me(T' wholy diſclaimer) 
** but $6 eheir's and oy, Lord God with me, Amen. | 
And Obſerving Lod + Vives | in. his Con mmeitary' oy a as 
properly , zake ra ” Nog ”IfI bave; (Oki that which 
* ſeth, let eGodi in my hallegif any ching' that * 
6 EN, als it for the Lord, God's ſake. And for 
wo -* that h is een Letra, Aon that which may by ill 
PO- 


( 70) 

* ſpoken, though never ſo-well meant. The following words doe 
net fit_thiswork, nor.this place, for the Author cannot expe& 
char from the Readers, though riever ſo Curteous, which, baving 
neither time nor oportunity, -he could not poſſibly doe himſelfe ; 

he meanes the CorreQting the miſtakes here which muſt be many, 
when th* Author could at no time be adviſed with. And to 7 
to One or two miltaks where the ſenſe miy be miſtaken byir, 
were there leyſure for it, would little advantage the Reader, for 
quid exempta juvat =— de pluribus via ;, The Reader readily 
grants that favour, he himſelfe may crave. 
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An Advertiſement of certaine Bookes ſold by 
- Henry Cripps in Popes- head: Alley. With: a ſhort 
Apologie of the Author premiſed , why he 1s wilheg 


"OR ſuch publick notice ſhould be given thereof: - 


RUTH, hath faidit : : How can ye beleeve, which veveavieth- 

nour one of another, ant ſeeke wot the honour that comerh ſrum 
Ged onely, Thele words gave ſome<check or diſcouragement at'the 
firlt ; but after due conſideration, encotragement rather; for if 
this be che Aime and End;of publiſhing to the wor'd theſe Books, 
the ſeeking honour of men ; Or, loving the prasfe of menyenrire than 
the praiſe of Ged ( if by theſe meanes it might be gained ) Then ler 
the Lord God blaſt uhgtes an dthe fan Wks him and 
it. as the untimely fair, wh ih dt Befork Fe crate But if 
the work-manina\tthis, hath, throupH{'Gtate,” Holy imes and 
pure ends; The Glory of God: and the good of his ibour, 
10 rendring the docrihe hereafter mentioned ( and hi bile 'emen- 
tioning ereof is enough to render ic an } abominatjbn echtough- 
out the 2. , which et deſol rw) wy. "Then Re Him and 
lis work be bleſſed; And let his© _ "concerning 
adn alſo, and pare bis im ns Bic of o "Ffis hives 


THE. 
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T HE LORDS T ABLE ought not to be ſpread lile that in an 
Tnne for all commer, publiſhed that it might prove an Anti- 
dote againſt the ſpreading infeRion of that poyſonfull do&rine, 
T hat all are to be admitted to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
It beiws one of the meft effeftuall principall meanes for reall Comver- 
fon ( laith one next, mentioned, the other ſay the ſame thing, 
chough not in the ſame words ) held-out'in three pernicious Pam- 
phlers hich eat as doth a Canker , The one publiſhed by M 37i1i- 
am Prynne ſome yeares ſince called A vindication of foure ſerious 

weftions ; Th other by Mr Hampheryes, notorious all over the 
Nation The third by 7ohbn Timon this laſt yeare, after learned 
M- 7oh: Collings would bave forbad th* errour of the man, which 
ſome may call his fo/fy, or madnes, ſpeaking in moſt pages of his 
faid Pamphler-, as a man that had depoſed reaſon, and fo coutd 
ſpeake croſs to facred Scripture, right reaſon, and the judgemenc 
of al! che orthodox Miniſters and people, that ever were, or now 
are inthe world. 

FOUR GRAND EN QUIRIES, wherein the foundation, 
whereon that bloody and damnable DoRtine aforeſaid, beareth, 
is looſened, viz. That all perſons baptized into a Church,are all 
© holy, and eo nomine, baye a right to all Church-Communions, 
«* they and their children, how abominable ſoever.they are, ſo be 
< they are riot fiiſpended from,; not excommunicated: out of che 
« Church, nor are childrenin yeares, fooles, or mad meh. 
 LAW-POWER, wherein we may fee, The Way of Holineſſe 
paved forth before ns, and troden-in by all thoſe Miniſters and 
people » who have felt the law of their Relation written in their 
hearts, 

21 TREATISE OP PRATEY, wherein two Queſtions 
are reſolved touching formes of prayer, both in the Negative, T hat 
they ave not good for the twill nor of any uſe for the good to teach them 
to pray. And fix touching the Lords prayer, all in the Negative, 
two onelyare ſpettfied here ( 1) Thar the mtendment of our 
Bl:(ſcd Saviour vas not that His Diſciptes- then 'or now ſhon!4 
pra: in thoſe very words, ( 2 ) Noris the repeating that prayer 
in the pulpit, the Teſſera of a Godly Miniſter, becauſe the h»4- 
ling 


(72) 
ling that prayer afcer the manner, may ſhew the man not ſo ſeti- 
ous as ridiculous in praying. 

INFANT BAPTISM is wot the priviledge of all Infants up* 
on the bare account onely of their parents Baprifm , publiſhed toge- 
ther with the FOUR EN 2UIRIES to prevent the evill may 
be taken-in from ſome unſcripturall paſſages not becomming ſound 
detrine, which the Reader may find in a Dialogue concerning the 
pratticall uſe of Infant Baptiſm towards the end of the fame, 
compoſed by a learned Divine, and as is meet to think, orthodox, 
pious, and Godly in other points, though in his zeal at this point, 
it is conceived, he hath erred with his pen,not taking the Word of 
God for the Rule and Reaſon thereof, 

CHRISMAS DAT,, no Holy Day, publiſhed to prevent 
thoſe heathen and raunting praQtiſes ; ſuperſtitions cuſtomes ; 
Abominable prophaneſles in faſhion at that time, : 

eA MINISTERS DUTY, © to Declare againſt all pre- 
* cepts and practiſes contrary to ſound DoRrine, and praRiſe of 
* Chriſt Himſelf, and all thoſe He accounts fairhfall putting them 
© into the Miniſtery. Whereinit is proved alſo, That if a Mini- 
ſter will live peaceable and quiet among ſinners, he muſt ſuffer 
them to be at peace and quiet with their ſinnes, peaceableneſſe of 
ſinners being nothing elſe. but impiety not oppoſed, #n themſelves, or. 
by others , for, who ever is not oppoſed by the ftreame, goeth with it ; 
and alrogether, who will to the Lrd-Table. NE 

A CHURCH-COVEN ANT lawfall and needfull to be en- 
tred into by all, that intend to walk in Church. fellowſhip accord- 
ing to Goſpel order. | 
The Authors Name is annexed to th' Epiſtle beforetheſe Trea- 
tiſes; and the Reaſons of making them ſo publick are given on the 
- + back-ſideof the generall Title page. 
: | Direction to the Binder, © - - : 
Enerall Title ,, Appeal ; Conference ; Infant Baptiſm , Lords 
Table ; Chriſtmas ; Formes of prayer ; "Mixiſters duty ;* four 
Grand Enquiries; Law-power ;*( ovenant 1, 'the, Account and Ex-, 
ceptions may be ſtitched alone. It altogether then, Account before 
the Appeal, and Exceptions after Infant Baptiſm. 
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